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CAPTION 

An Ordinance of the City of Plano, Texas, adopting the 2015 Edition of the International Existing Building Code, 
with certain additions, deletions and amendments, as the Existing Building Code of the City of Plano; and 
providing a repealer clause, a severability clause, a savings clause, a penalty clause, a publication clause and 
an effective date. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 NOT APPLICABLE  OPERATING EXPENSE  REVENUE   CIP 

 
FISCAL YEAR: 

 
2015-16 

Prior Year 
(CIP Only) 

Current 
Year 

Future 
Years 

 
TOTALS 

Budget 0 0 0 0 

Encumbered/Expended Amount 0 0 0 0 

This Item 0 0 0 0 

BALANCE    0    0    0    0 

FUND(S): N/A 

COMMENTS: This item has no fiscal impact. 

STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL:  Adopting the 2015 Edition of the International Existing Building Code relates to the 
City's Goal of a Financially Strong City with Service Excellence and a Safe Large City. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM 

This Ordinance will adopt the most recent version of the International Building Codes published by the 
International Code Council and includes regional amendments which have been developed by the North Central 

Texas Council of Governments.  The Building Standards Commission held public code review meetings in 
September, October, November, and December of 2015.   At their January 19, 2016 meeting the Commission 
voted unanimously to recommend the Codes with amendments to the City Council for adoption as the Existing 
Building Code for the City of Plano. 

 

 

List of Supporting Documents: Other Departments, Boards, Commissions or Agencies 

Letter from the Home Builders Association  

Letter from Council of Governments  

Letter from the Building Standards Commission  

Building Department Memo 

      



 
 

Memorandum  

Date: March 1, 2016 
 
To: Bruce D. Glasscock, City Manager 
 Jack Carr, Deputy City Manager 
 
From: Selso Mata, Chief Building Official    
 
Subject: 2015 International Code - Adoption  
 
Every three years, building codes are promulgated by the International Code Council.  Jurisdictions 
throughout the nation review these codes for their use and adoption. For the past year and half, Plano 
has continued its established code review process for the 2015 Codes through the North Central Texas 
Council of Governments.  Upon completion of this process, the codes are further vetted through our 
Building Standards Commission.  Our review is now complete.  The following 2015 Codes are 
recommended to the City Council for adoption.    
 
2015 International Building Code 
2015 International Residential Code 
2015 International Mechanical Code 
2015 International Plumbing Code 
2015 International Fuel and Gas Code 
2015 International Energy Conservation Code 
2015 International Existing Building Code 
 
A common question at this time is; Are there any changes in the codes?  One can imagine with 
thousands of pages of material and improvements in building products each year that some changes 
are expected.  This is not uncommon at each code cycle.  However, the development community is 
involved with adoption of the codes at the national, state, and regional levels.  Many changes in the 
codes are editorial in nature and consist of relocated information and clarification language and 
meaning.  Yet all building codes remain minimum standards and requirements for building safety in 
each respective category. 
 
One such change is a new requirement for storm shelters based on geographic locations which have a 
potential for strong wind storm occurrence.  Plano falls within this defined regional area and as a result, 
storm shelters are now required for new schools, police stations, fire stations, 911 emergency call 
centers and emergency operation centers.  The storm shelter must consist of a building or room large 
enough to accommodate the occupants of the use with a structural integrity capable of withstanding a 
250 M.P.H. wind load.  This would only apply to new schools and buildings or additions to a school or 
building as described.  The Plano Independent School District is aware of this requirement for inclusion 
in future projects. 
 
Please let me know if you need additional information. 









	

	

                    
February 18, 2016 

 
Selso Mata, Chief Building Official  
City of Plano 
1520 Avenue K 
Plano, Texas 75086-0358 
 
Dear Mr. Mata: 
 
The Dallas Builders Association appreciates the role building codes play in 
maintaining the integrity of home construction in our area.  As such, the 
Association conducts a detailed review of each International Code Council (ICC) 
code that pertains to the residential construction industry. This review emphasizes 
health and safety as well as housing affordability concerns.   
 
As it has for many years, the Association was an active participant in reviewing the 
2015 ICC codes serving on the North Central Texas Council of Governments 
Regional Codes Coordinating Committee (RCCC). Our members and staff were 
provided an opportunity during that process to convey the industry’s concerns and 
many of those concerns were incorporated into the amendments that are now 
being considered for adoption by the City of Plano.  
 
Thanks to the RCCC process and for the advanced notice that you have provided 
the Association to review Plano’s local amendments, the Dallas Builders 
Association is comfortable with the residential provisions of Plano’s 2015 code 
amendments package as presented. As you know, the state’s energy code is 
changing this year and alternative compliance strategies are now under review by 
Texas A&M Energy Systems Laboratory. We hope that you will accept, through 
your power to do so in these Amendments, any additional compliance strategies 
approved by the Laboratory. Doing so will give the industry needed flexibility 
without detracting from the code’s resource conservation objectives.   
 
We appreciate your proactive efforts to seek our input and we look forward to being 
a continued resource for housing in the City of Plano and throughout the Dallas 
area.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
       
 
 
 
Executive Officer 
Dallas Buiders Association  

5816 West Plano Parkway 
Plano, TX 75093 
(972) 931-4840 Fax: (972) 267-0426 
www.DallasBuilders.com 
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An Ordinance of the City of Plano, Texas, adopting the 2015 Edition of the International 

Existing Building Code, with certain additions, deletions and amendments, as the Existing 

Building Code of the City of Plano; and providing a repealer clause, a severability clause, a 

savings clause, a penalty clause, a publication clause and an effective date. 

WHEREAS, on November 17, 2015, the Building Standards Commission held a public 

hearing to discuss the adoption of the 2015 Edition of the International Existing Building Code, a 

publication of the International Code Council (I.C.C.), and to receive input from the general public 

and all persons who may be affected by the proposed adoption; and  

WHEREAS, upon recommendation of the Building Standards Commission and upon full 

review and consideration of all matters attendant and relate thereto, the City Council is of the 

opinion that the 2015 Edition of the International Existing Building Code and the additions, 

deletions, and amendments thereto, should be approved and adopted as the Existing Building Code 

of the City of Plano. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF PLANO, TEXAS THAT: 

Section I.   A new Article XXII, Existing Building Code, of Chapter 6 of the Code of 

Ordinances is hereby adopted and shall read in its entirety as follows: 

“ARTICLE XXII EXISTING BUILDING CODE 

Division 1.  General 

Section 6-716. Penalty. 

(a) Any violation of the provisions or terms of this ordinance by any person, firm or 

corporation shall be a misdemeanor offense and shall be subject to a fine in 

accordance with Section 1-4 (a) of the City Code of Ordinances for each offense.  

Every day a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

(b) Civil.  The city may file a civil action for enforcement of this Division with civil 

penalties up to $1,000.00 per day for each offense as authorized by Subchapter B 

of Chapter 54 of the Texas Local Government Code, as amended.   

 Section 6-717.  Adopted. 

The 2015 Edition of the International Existing Building Code, a publication of the 

International Code Council (I.C.C.) along with the appendices of such Code is hereby adopted 

and designated as the Existing Building Code of the city, to the same extent as if such code were 

copied verbatim in this section, subject to the deletions, additions and amendments prescribed in 

this Division.  A copy of the 2015 Edition of the International Existing Building Code is on file 

in the office of the City Secretary.   



   

  

 

Section 6-718.  Administrative authority. 

For purposes of this Division and interpreting the Code adopted in this Division, the term 

“Administrative Authority” shall mean the Building Official of the City, and his agents and 

employees who are hereby empowered with the authority to administer and enforce the 

provisions of this Division and the Existing Building Code.   

Section 6-719.  Deletions, Additions, Amendments. 

The following deletions, additions, and amendments to the International Existing Building 

Code adopted in this Division are hereby approved and adopted: 

Section 102.4; change to read as follows: 
 
102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes, when specifically adopted, and standards 

referenced in this code shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the 

prescribed extent of each such reference and as further regulated in Sections 102.4.1 and 

102.4.2. 
 
Section 202 General Definitions; definition of Existing Building amended as follows: 
 

Existing Building - A building, structure, or space, with an approved final inspection issued 

under a code edition which is at least 2 published code editions preceding the currently adopted 

building code; or a change of occupancy. 
 
Section 405.1.2; amended as follows: 

 

Section 405.1.2 Existing fire escapes. Existing fire escapes shall continue to be accepted as a 

component in the means of egress in existing buildings only. Existing fire escapes shall be 

permitted to be repaired or replaced. 
 

Section 405.1.3 New fire escapes; delete entire section. 

Section 408.3 Flood hazard areas; delete this section. 

Section 409.1 Conformance; add an exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception: Moved historic buildings need not be brought into compliance with the exception 

of new construction features required as the result of such movement, including but not 

limited to foundations and/or other structural elements. 

 
Section 410.1 Scope; add an exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered with Architectural Barriers 

Division of Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation shall be deemed to be in 

compliance with the requirements of this chapter. 



   

  

 
Section 410.4.2 Complete change of occupancy; add # 7 to the list of requirements as follows: 
 

7. At least one accessible family or assisted use toilet room shall be provided in accordance 

with Chapter 11 of the International Building Code. 

 
   Section 601.3 Flood hazard areas; delete this section. 

Section 602.3; add code reference to read as follows: 
 

602.3 Glazing in hazardous locations. Replacement glazing in hazardous locations shall 

comply with the safety glazing requirements of the International Building Code, International 

Energy Conservation Code and International Residential Code as applicable. 

Section 606.2.4: Flood hazard areas; delete this section. 

Section 607.1; add a code reference to read as follows: 
 

607.1 Material. Existing electrical wiring and equipment undergoing repair shall be allowed to 

be repaired or replaced with like material, in accordance with the requirements of NFPA 70. 
 
Section 701.3: Flood Hazard areas; delete this section. 

Section 702.6; add a code reference to read as follows: 
 

702.6 Materials and methods. All new work shall comply with the materials and methods 

requirements in the International Building Code, International Energy Conservation Code, 

International Mechanical Code, National Electrical Code, and International Plumbing Code, 

as applicable, that specify material standards, detail of installation and connection, joints, 

penetrations, and continuity of any element, component, or system in the building. 

Section 802.1; add a code reference to read as follows: 
 

802.1 General. Alteration of buildings classified as special use and occupancy as described in 

Chapter 4 of the International Building Code shall comply with the requirements of Section 

801.1 and the scoping provisions of Chapter 1 where applicable. 

Section 803.5.1; change to read as follows: 

803.5.1 Minimum requirement. Every portion of open-sided walking surfaces, including 

mezzanines, equipment platforms, aisles, stairs, ramps and landings that are not provided with 

guards, or those in which the existing guards are judged to be in danger of collapsing, shall be 

provided with guards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

  

Section 804.1 Occupancy requirements; add a sentence to read as follows: 
 

For the purpose of fire sprinkler protection and fire alarm requirements included in this section, 

the work area shall be extended to include at least the entire tenant space or spaces bounded by 

walls capable of resisting the passage of smoke containing the subject work area, and if the 

work area includes a corridor, hallway, or other exit access, then such corridor, hallway, or 

other exit access shall be protected in its entirety on that particular floor level. 
 
Section 804.2.2 Groups A, B, E, F-1, H, I , M, R-1, R-2, R-4, S-1 and S-2 Number 2; delete 
exception. 
 
Section 804.2.5 Supervision; change exception to read as follows: 
 

Exception: Supervision is not required where the Fire Code does not require such for new 

construction.  
 
Section 804.3; change section to read as follows: 
 

804.3 Standpipes. Refer to Section 1103.6 of the Fire Code for retroactive standpipe 

requirements. {Delete the remainder of Section 804.3.} 
 

Section 805.2 General; remove Exception #1. 

Section 805.3.1.1 Single-exit buildings; delete #4. 

Section 805.3.1.2; add change to read as follows: 

805.3.1.2 Fire Escapes required. For other than Group I-2, where more than one exit is 

required an existing fire escape complying with section 805.3.1.2.1 shall be accepted as 

providing one of the required means of egress. 
 

Section 805.3.1.2.1; add changes  as follows: 

805.3.1.2.1 Fire Escape access and details. 

 2. Access to a fire escape shall be through a door {remainder unchanged} 
  3. [deleted.] 

5. In all building of Group E occupancy up to and including the 12th grade, building 

of Group I occupancy, boarding houses, and childcare centers, ladders of any type 

are prohibited on fire escapes used as a required means of egress. 
 
Section 805.3.1.2.2 Construction; delete entire section. 
 
Section 805.3.1.2.3 Dimensions; delete entire section. 
 
Section 806.2 Stairways and escalators in existing buildings; add an exception to read as 
follows: 

Exception: Components of projects regulated by and registered with Architectural Barriers 

Division of Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation shall be deemed to be 

incompliance with the requirements of this chapter. 
 



   

  

Section 904.1 Automatic sprinkler systems; add sentence to read as follows: 
 

For the purpose of fire sprinkler protection and fire alarm requirements included in this section, 

the work area shall be extended to include at least the entire tenant space or spaces bounded 

by walls containing the subject work area, and if the work area includes a corridor, hallway, 

or other exit access, then such corridor, hallway, or other exit access shall be protected in its 

entirety on that particular floor level. 
 

Section 904.1; add sentence to read as follows: 
 

904.1.1 High-rise buildings. An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided in work areas of 

high-rise buildings. 
 

Section 1103.5 Flood hazard areas; delete this section. 

Section 1201.4 Flood hazard areas; delete this section.  

Section 1302.7 Flood hazard areas; delete this section.  

Section 1401.2; change to read as follows: 
 

1401.2 Applicability. Structures existing prior to the date of an approved final inspection issued 

under a code edition which is at least two published code editions preceding the currently 

adopted building code; or a change of occupancy, {rest of section unchanged}. 
 
Section 1401.3.2; change to read as follows: 

 

1401.3.2 Compliance with other codes. Buildings that are evaluated in accordance with this 

section shall comply with the International Fire Code. 

Chapter 16 – Referenced Standards; add the following standard: 
 

IECC - International Energy Conservation Code—Edition as adopted by the State of Texas 

{remainder unchanged}” 
 

Section II. All provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Plano in conflict 

with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed, and all other provisions of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Plano, not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance, shall remain 

in full force and effect. 

 

 Section III. It is the intention of the City Council that this Ordinance, and every 

provision thereof, shall be considered severable, and the invalidity or unconstitutionality of any 

section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity or 

constitutionality of any other portion of this Ordinance. 

 

Section IV. The repeal of any Ordinance or part of Ordinances effectuated by the 

enactment of this Ordinance shall not be construed as abandoning any action now pending under 

or by virtue of such Ordinance or as discontinuing, abating, modifying or altering any penalty 



   

  

accruing or to accrue, or as affecting any rights of the municipality under any section or provision 

of any Ordinances at the time of passage of this Ordinance. 

 

 Section V. Any violation of the provisions or terms of this ordinance by any person, 

firm or corporation shall be a misdemeanor offense and shall be subject to a fine in accordance 

with Section 1-4(a) of the City Code of Ordinances for each offense.  Every day a violation 

continues shall constitute a separate offense.   

 

 Section VI. This Ordinance shall become effective April 1, 2016, and after its passage and 

publication as required by law. 

 

  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED this 14th day of March, 2016     

                                                                                          

___________________________________ 

      Harry LaRosiliere, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Lisa C. Henderson, CITY SECRETARY 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_________________________________ 

Paige Mims, CITY ATTORNEY 
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