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CAPTION
A Resolution of the City of Plano, Texas, requesting our United States Senators, working with appropriate 
Congressional Representatives of the Eastern District of Texas, to work for the prompt passage of the 
legislation recommended by the Administrative Office of the US Courts to authorize and establish two 
emergency judgeships for the Eastern District of Texas; and providing an effective date. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
 NOT APPLICABLE  OPERATING EXPENSE  REVENUE   CIP 

FISCAL YEAR: 2014-15 
Prior Year 
(CIP Only) 

Current 
Year 

Future 
Years TOTALS 

Budget 0 0 0 0 
Encumbered/Expended Amount 0 0 0 0 
This Item 0 0 0 0 
BALANCE    0    0    0    0 
FUND(S): N/A 

COMMENTS: This item has no fiscal impact. 
STRATEGTIC PLAN GOAL:  This Resolution requesting prompt passage of the legislation to authorize and 
establish two (2) emergency judgeships relates to the City's Goal of Safe Large City. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM
A Resolution requesting our United States Senators to authorize and establish two emergency judgeships for 
the Eastern District of Texas for residents who need reasonable access to the federal courts. 

List of Supporting Documents: Other Departments, Boards, Commissions or Agencies 
Resolution 

REV  May 2013



A Resolution of the City of Plano, Texas, requesting our United States Senators, working 
with appropriate Congressional Representatives of the Eastern District of Texas, to work 
for the prompt passage of the legislation recommended by the Administrative Office of 
the US Courts to authorize and establish two emergency judgeships for the Eastern 
District of Texas; and providing an effective date. 

WHEREAS, in 2014 the Texas State Demographer issued startling reports forecasting 
population increases for the state of Texas in the next 15-20 years, including some 15 million 
more Texans; 

WHEREAS, the Texas State Demographer’s forecast, taken even conservatively, 
reflects that the Sherman Division of the Eastern District of Texas, already with half of the 
District’s population, will, in 15-20 years, pass the Dallas Division of the Northern District of 
Texas in population; 

WHEREAS, the Dallas Division of the Northern District of Texas is not overstaffed with 
its 7 full time authorized judgeships, and the Sherman Division is grossly understaffed with two 
judgeships; 

WHEREAS, the last general courts bills assessing and increasing the need for additional 
judicial infrastructure was in 1992, reflecting a lengthy process for increasing the number of 
judgeships among states and districts competing for them; 

WHEREAS, the Collin County, Denton County, Grayson County, and Eastern District of 
Texas Bar Associations recognize the need for judicial relief in the Eastern District of Texas and 
wished to co-sponsor a conference to consider the stress and strain on the existing judicial 
infrastructure of the Eastern District of Texas and the increased stress placed on that 
infrastructure by the population growth forecast by the Texas State Demographer, particularly in 
the Sherman Division; 

WHEREAS, that conference was planned and scheduled to be co-hosted by the County 
Judges of Collin, Denton, and Grayson Counties, Honorable Keith Self, Mary Horn, and Bill 
Magers, on August 4, 2015, 10 am – 1 pm; 

WHEREAS, along with community, business, education, prosecutor, and judicial leaders 
from several counties in the Eastern District of Texas, representatives of the City of Plano, 
Texas, attended the August 4, 2015 Eastern District of Texas Judicial Infrastructure Planning 
Conference at the Center for American and International Law at 5201 Democracy Drive in 
Plano, Texas, co-sponsored by the Collin County, Denton County, Grayson County and Eastern 
District of Texas Bar Associations, to address the demands made by exploding populations of 
the Eastern District of Texas upon our existing judicial infrastructure; 

WHEREAS, that conference explored the needs for and stresses upon the Eastern 
District of Texas’s judicial infrastructure currently and as projected through the next 15-20 years; 

WHEREAS, that conference considered the Eastern District of Texas’s emergency 
status as recognized by the Administrative Office of the US Courts; 

WHEREAS, that conference considered the Administrative Office’s proposed legislation 
to accord the Eastern District of Texas with two emergency judgeships, along with judgeships 
for other emergency districts; 



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
PLANO, TEXAS, THAT: 

Section I.  The City requests our United States Senators, working with appropriate 
Congressional Representatives of the Eastern District of Texas, to work for the prompt passage 
of the legislation recommended by the Administrative Office of the US Courts to authorize and 
establish as soon as possible two emergency judgeships for the Eastern District of Texas as 
part of the efforts to meet the needs for adequate judicial infrastructure in the Eastern District of 
Texas and its 43 counties and 50,000 square miles of good, solid Texas residents who need 
reasonable access to the federal courts. 

Section II.  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED this the 14th day of September, 2015. 

______________________________________ 
Harry LaRosiliere, MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

______________________________________ 
Lisa C. Henderson, CITY SECRETARY 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

______________________________ 
Paige Mims, CITY ATTORNEY 
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