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CAPTION 

A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Plano, Texas, adopting a 2013 State Legislative Program for the 
City of Plano, Texas; directing the City Manager or his designee to act with regard to the City’s Legislative 
Program; and providing an effective date. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 NOT APPLICABLE  OPERATING EXPENSE  REVENUE   CIP 

 
FISCAL YEAR: 

 
2012-13 

Prior Year 
(CIP Only) 

Current 
Year 

Future 
Years 

 
TOTALS 

Budget 0 0 0 0

Encumbered/Expended Amount 0 0 0 0

This Item 0 0 0 0

BALANCE    0    0    0    0

FUND(S): N/A 

COMMENTS: This item has no fiscal impact. 

STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL: Adopting a 2103 State Legislative Program for the City of Plano relates to the City's 
Goals of Financially Strong City with Service Excellence and Partnering for Community Benefit.  

SUMMARY OF ITEM 

Adopting City of Plano 2013 Legislative Program. 

 

 

List of Supporting Documents: Other Departments, Boards, Commissions or Agencies 

Memorandum, Resolution   

      
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: November 12, 2012 
 
To: City Council 
  
From: Bruce Glasscock, City Manager 
 
Subject: Legislative Agenda 2013  
 
 
 
The 83rd session of the Texas Legislature will begin in January of 2013.  Below are some key details regarding 
the session, followed by the City of Plano legislative program. 
 
 
Important dates: 

 November 12, 2012  Pre‐filing of bills begins 

 January 8, 2013    1st day of the legislative session 

 March 4‐5, 2013   Collin County days in Austin 

 March 8, 2013    Last day to file bills 

 May 27, 2013    Last day of regular session 

 June 16, 2013    Last day for Governor to sign/veto bills 

 
Representatives: 

 House District 67   Jeff Leach  

 House District 66   Van Taylor 

 House District 89   Jodie Laubenberg 

 House District 65   Ron Simmons 

 Senate District 8    Ken Paxton 
 

 
Positions the City of Plano can take: 

 Seek Introduction & Passage – Find a sponsor for bills and actively pursue passage. 

 Support – Actively pursue passage of bills. 

 Endorse – Support bills. 

 Oppose – Actively support the defeat of bills.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Plano, Texas, adopting a 2013 State 
Legislative Program for the City of Plano, Texas; directing the City Manager or his 
designee to act with regard to the City’s Legislative Program; and providing an 
effective date. 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the 83rd Texas Legislature will convene in January of 2013; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that many legislative issues affecting local 
government will be considered during this Session; and 
 
 WHEREAS, City Staff prepared the recommended City of Plano 2013 Legislative 
Program attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and the Legislative Program has been reviewed 
by the City Council of the City of Plano; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that such Legislative Program is in 
the best interest of the City and its citizens, should be adopted, and should be 
forwarded for consideration by the Legislature; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council is of the further opinion that the City Manager or his 
designee should be directed to take action with regard to the Legislative Program as 
outlined below. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF PLANO, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
 Section I. The City of Plano 2013 Legislative Program that is attached hereto 
as Exhibit “A” is hereby adopted and approved as the Legislative Program for the City of 
Plano. 
 
 Section II. The City Manager or his designee is directed to communicate the 
items included in the City’s Legislative Program to the members of the Texas 
Legislature, in general, and/or to the appropriate legislative committees, committee 
members and others designated by the City Manager. 
 
 Section III. For those items designated as “support”, the City Manager or his 
designee is directed to actively pursue passage of the appropriate legislation if it is 
introduced by some other entity.  The City Manager’s efforts to obtain passage of the 
legislation may include drafting appropriate legislation, seeking a sponsor, and actively 
pursuing passage of such legislation by providing testimony and through other means. 
 
 Section IV. For those items designated as “oppose”, the City Manager or his 
designee is directed to attempt to impede the passage of any such legislation. 
 



 

 

 Section V. It is recognized this policy will often be implemented in the context 
of great numbers of legislative proposals being considered within short time periods.  
City representatives, under the direction of the City Manager, shall be authorized to act 
on behalf of the City consistent with the necessary broad policy concerns set forth in 
this program.   
 
 Section VI. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its 
passage. 
 
 
 DULY PASSED AND APPROVED this 12th day of November, 2012. 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Phil Dyer, MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Diane Zucco, CITY SECRETARY 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Diane C. Wetherbee, CITY ATTORNEY 

andreap
Typewritten Text



City of Plano Legislative Program 
 
Support: 
 

 Transportation 
o Support a regional transportation funding option which allows for participation by all cities within a 

region.  
 

 Water 
o Support a water plan that encourages conservation through contracts and rate structures and keeps 

revenues within the region they are collected. 
 

 Economic Development 
o Support economic development bills that create jobs which benefit the region and does not create a 

disadvantage for DART cities.  
 

 Truth in Taxation 
o Support the revision or removal of mandatory property tax rate adoption language which creates 

misleads citizens. 
 

 Utilities 
o Support the timely relocation of utility facilities.  

 
Endorse: 

 Legislative programs of (except as they conflict with a City of Plano Position): 
o Texas Municipal League 
o Texas Coalition for Affordable Power 
o Texas Coalition of Cities for Utility Issues 
o Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
o Texas Civil Service Cities Coalition 
o Plano Independent School District 

 

 Utilities 
o Endorse legislation that would create a local option for undergrounding utilities. 
o Endorse a change in the use of video Public Educational and Government (PEG) fees to allow use for 

operational expenses associated with running a cable television channel. 
 
Oppose: 

 Oppose legislation that would erode or otherwise diminish: 
o Local control over operations  
o Local control over resources 
o Local control over pension elections 
o Local control over operations and revenue from red light cameras 
o Local control over placement of electronic billboards 
o Expansion of collective bargaining rights 
o Local authority as a home rule city or impose a duty or responsibility that the city would otherwise not 

perform 
 

 Oppose legislation that would create: 
o An unfunded duty, responsibility or standard on local government. 
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