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Department: Parks and Recreation 

Department Head Amy Fortenberry 

 

Agenda Coordinator (include phone #): Susan Berger (7255) 

CAPTION 

Public Hearing and consideration of a Resolution to approve the use or taking of a portion of City of Plano 
public Park Land, known as  Haggard Park pursuant to Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code and 
Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. §303) to approve using a portion of dedicated 
Park Land as a permanent easement for purposes of relocating Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) owned 15

th
 

Street Signal Equipment to a Central Instrumentation House (CIH); authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee, to execute all necessary documents; and providing an effective date. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 NOT APPLICABLE  OPERATING EXPENSE  REVENUE   CIP 

 
FISCAL YEAR: 

 
2013-14 

Prior Year 
(CIP Only) 

Current 
Year 

Future 
Years 

 
TOTALS 

Budget 0 0 0 0 

Encumbered/Expended Amount 0 0 0 0 

This Item 0 10 0 10 

BALANCE    0    10    0    10 

FUND(S): GENERAL FUND 

COMMENTS: This item grants Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) an addition to an existing permanent easement 
in exchange for $10. 

STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL: Holding a public hearing regarding a proposed easement relates to the City's Goal 
of Financially Strong City with Service Excellence and granting an addition to an existing easement to facilitate 
the relocation of a signal box relates to the City’s Goals of Partnering for Community Benefit and Exciting Urban 
Centers – Destination for Residents and Guests. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM 

At the City's request, it is proposed that the City allow the Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) to use a portion of 
Haggard Park as a permanent easement to house Central Instrumentation House (CIH). The easement would 
be 1,060 square feet (0.024 acres) in addition to an existing DART Red Line transportation corridor. An existing 
CIH is in place at the proposed Douglass Walk portion of the 15

th
 and I development. The easement will be 

used for the purpose of relocating the existing CIH. Relocation of the CIH improves accessibility along the 
Douglass Walk, benefits pedestrian movement downtown and to the DART Downtown Plano platform, and 
forms a component of the Plano Transit Village Veloweb connecting pedestrians and cyclists to businesses, 
residential neighborhoods, and DART transit stations. Loss of affected parking spaces will not affect park use; 
additional parking is being planned on Avenue H on the west side of the park; new accessible spaces will be 
designated within the park to replace the spaces affected by this project. 
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DART will compensate the City for a sum of ten ($10.00) for the easement. 
To permit the use or taking of park land, the governing body with jurisdiction over the park, City Council in this 
instance, must find the following:  
 
1. There is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use or taking of the Park Land as proposed by the Project; 
and 
2.  The Project includes all reasonable planning to minimize harm to the Park Land, resulting from the use or 
taking.  
3.  The Project will not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes of Park Land.  
 
Alternatives to the proposed location for the CIH considered were (1) leaving the current CIH in place in the 
middle of the proposed Douglass Walk, a key component to the Plano Transit Village Veloweb Plan, (2) locating 
the CIH in the southeast quadrant of the intersection of 15

th
 and DART tracks, currently occupied by McCall 

Plaza, (3) locating the CIH in the northeast quadrant of the intersection of 15
th
 and DART tracks, currently 

occupied by the historic Schell Building. 
 
Witnesses will be presented at the public hearing on these issues. 
 
Project Location Map: 
http://goo.gl/maps/CIjp6  
 

 

List of Supporting Documents: Other Departments, Boards, Commissions or Agencies 

Location Map 

Site Plan 

DART Section 4(f) Statement 

Resolution 

Exhibit “A” - Survey 
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A Resolution of the City of Plano, Texas, approving the use or taking of a portion of City 

of Plano public Park Land, known as  Haggard Park pursuant to Chapter 26 of the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Code and Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act (49 

U.S.C. §303) to approve using a portion of dedicated Park Land as a permanent easement 

for purposes of relocating Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) owned 15th Street Signal 

Equipment to a Central Instrumentation House (CIH); authorizing the City Manager, or his 

designee, to execute all necessary documents; and providing an effective date. 

 WHEREAS, the City has requested that Dallas Area Rapid Transit relocate an existing 

CIH to another location as depicted on the drawing attached hereto as Exhibit “A” (called 

“Easement”) which requires the use or taking of a portion of City of Plano public Park Land 

known as Haggard Park (called the “Park Land”); and 

 WHEREAS, Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code requires a public hearing 

for the use or taking of public Park Land, at which the governing body must determine whether 

any feasible and prudent alternative to the use or taking of public Park Land exists, and whether 

the proposed use or taking includes all reasonable planning to minimize the harm to the Park 

Land; and  

 WHEREAS, Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act (now 49 U.S.C. §303) 

provides that officials with jurisdiction over the property must provide written concurrence that 

the project will have a de minimus impact on the property and will not adversely affect the 

activities, features, and attributes of the Park Land and the public must be afforded an 

opportunity to review and comment on the effects of the project; and 

 WHEREAS, Notice of the Public Hearing was duly served and published in conformity 

with Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code for the Project; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on September 8, 2014, regarding the 

Project during which all interested persons had the opportunity to testify and present relevant 

evidence before the City Council. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

PLANO, TEXAS, THAT: 

 Section I. After hearing and review of all the testimony, evidence, and other relevant 

information at the Public Hearing, the City Council hereby finds and determines that: 

1) There is no feasible and prudent alternative to the use or taking of the portion of 

public Park Land at Haggard Park as proposed by the Project;  

2) The Project includes all reasonable planning to minimize the harm to the Park Land 

resulting from the use or taking; and 



3) The Project will not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes of the Park 

Land. 

 Section II. The City Council further finds that the Project is in the public interest 

generally, and in the best interest of the citizens of the City of Plano, Texas.  Accordingly, the 

City Council approves the use or taking of a portion of Haggard Park through a permanent 

easement, as depicted in Exhibit “A”. 

 Section III. The City Manager, or his designee, is hereby authorized to execute all 

necessary documents in connection with the change in use and the permanent easement on 

behalf of the City of Plano. 

 Section IV. This Resolution shall become effective immediately from and after its 

passage.  

DULY PASSED AND APPROVED this the 8th day of September, 2014. 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Harry LaRosiliere, MAYOR 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Lisa C. Henderson, CITY SECRETARY 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Paige Mims, CITY ATTORNEY 
 






