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CITY OF PLANO  
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

CITY SECRETARY’S USE ONLY  
  Consent  Regular  Statutory 

 

Council Meeting Date: 2/8/10 
Department: Purchasing/Fleet Services Division 

Department Head Mike Ryan/Reid Choate 
 

Agenda Coordinator (include phone #): Earl Whitaker x7074 

CAPTION 

Approval of the purchase of eighteen (18) 2010 Chevrolet Black and White Police Patrol Tahoes in the amount 
of $477,810.00 from Caldwell Country Chevrolet through an existing contract/Interlocal agreement with Tarrant 
County, and authorizing the City Manager or his designee to execute all necessary documents.  (Tarrant 
County contract #2005-180). 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 NOT APPLICABLE  OPERATING EXPENSE  REVENUE   CIP 
 
FISCAL YEAR: 

 
2009-10 

Prior Year 
(CIP Only) 

Current 
Year 

Future 
Years 

 
TOTALS 

Budget  576,000 0 576,000 
Encumbered/Expended Amount 0 0 0 0 
This Item 0 -477,810 0 -477,810 
BALANCE    0 98,190    0 98,190 
FUND(S): EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT FUND 

COMMENTS:   Funds are included in the FY 2009-10 adopted budget to purchase eighteen (18) 
Chevrolet Tahoes through an existing Contract/Interlocal Agreement with Tarrant County.  
Remaining balance will be used for other equipment purchases. 
STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL:  Providing equipment purchases relates to the City's goal of a 
"Financially Strong City with Service Excellence." 
      

SUMMARY OF ITEM 

Staff recommends the purchase of eighteen (18) 2010 Chevrolet Black and White Police Patrol Tahoes in the 
amount of $477,810.00 from Caldwell Country Chevrolet through an interlocal agreement with Tarrant County.  
The City is authorized to purchase from a Local Cooperative Organization pursuant to Section 271 subchapter 
F of the Local Government Code and by doing so satisfies any State Law requiring local governments to seek 
competitive bids for Items.  (Tarrant County contract #2005-180)  
 
 

List of Supporting Documents: Other Departments, Boards, Commissions or Agencies 
Award Memo N/A 
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Memorandum 
To:

Buyer 
 Earl Whitaker      

Purchasing Division 
  

From: David Garza 

  
 Fleet Superintendent 

Date: 1/26/2010  

Re:
 

 Award Memo OC 908837   

TARRANT CO CONTRACT # 2005-180 AWARD RECOMMENDATION 

Fleet Services Division recommends the purchase to be awarded to Caldwell Country 
Chevrolet in the amount of $477,810.00. 

Fleet Services received quotes from four Texas co-operative contracts to determine the 
best value. The Tarrant County Contract was the lowest quote for eighteen (18) Police 
Tahoes with options. The results of the analysis were as follows: 

Tarrant County #2005-180 $477,810.00 
Parker County $480,379.00 
TASB #281-07 $509,764.00 
HGAC VE03-06 $536,604.00 

 
 
 
  David A Garza 
  Fleet Services Superintendent 



The patrol vehicles used by the Plano Police Department must meet strict safety 
and performance guidelines. Currently there are few vehicle model options 
available that meet these criteria. In the past, the Department has evaluated and 
purchased several different vehicle models such as the Ford Crown Victoria, 
Chevrolet Impala, Dodge Charger and the Chevrolet Tahoe. Of these vehicles, 
the Chevrolet Tahoe was found to offer the best overall solution for our patrol 
needs: 

• Higher residual resale value  

• Extended service longevity  

• Extended warranty (100K miles)  

• Flex Fuel (E85) compatibility  

• Mileage ratings (comparable to the Ford Crown Victoria)  

• Higher ground clearance resulting in less undercarriage damage  

• Climate-controlled cabin to protect electronic equipment eliminating 
damage due to extreme temperatures (often found in the trunks of sedan-
style vehicles)  

• Much needed additional cargo space for police equipment  

• Larger front  area to accomodate taller drivers and passengers and 
additional space in the rear seating area for 

seating
prisoners  

• Larger front cabin area that allows for safe mounting of specialized 
equipment outside of the air bag deployment zones  

• Operating costs for the Chevrolet Tahoe are lower than the Ford Crown 
Victoria: (Tahoe = $.38 per mile; Crown Victoria = $.46 per mile)  

• Purchase price comparable to the Ford Crown Victoria: 
(Tahoe = $24,878.00; Crown Victoria = $22,500.00) 

A special “Fuel Conservation Task Force”, comprised of personnel from several 
different units within the Police Department, recently convened to discuss 
options for reducing fuel consumption and lowering our total carbon footprint. As 
a result of this meeting, it was decided that the non-patrol fleet will be replaced 
with Toyota Corolla vehicles.  
In addition, a fuel-saving campaign has been initiated to promote fuel 
conservation by all Police Department employees, and our policies have been 
carefully examined and revised to eliminate any unnecessary travel in city-owned 
vehicles. Plans have also been made to purchase and evaluate five idle-reduction 
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units for use in the patrol Tahoes. These devices are intended to allow for 
emergency equipment in patrol vehicles to remain powered-up while the engine 
is turned off, in an effort to reduce unnecessary fuel consumption during 
extended police operations. 
Prior to the purchase of this vehicle, Plano Police Officers were surveyed and 
after careful consideration, the Plano Police Department chose the 2008 
Chevrolet Tahoe as our preferred patrol vehicle. After taking all factors into 
consideration, we feel that the Chevrolet Tahoe is the best vehicle to suit our 
needs. 
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