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CITY OF PLANO  
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CITY SECRETARY’S USE ONLY  
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Council Meeting Date: 5/14/2012 

Department: Purchasing 

Department Head Diane Palmer-Boeck 

 

Agenda Coordinator (include phone #): Aimee Storm, Ext. 7248 

CAPTION 

To approve the purchase of Tactical Ballistic Body Armor in the amount of $74,522 from GT Distributors 
through an existing cooperative contract with Buyboard and authorizing the City Manager to execute all 
necessary documents. (Buyboard Contract Number 363-10). 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 NOT APPLICABLE  OPERATING EXPENSE  REVENUE   CIP 

 
FISCAL YEAR: 

 
2011-12 

Prior Year 
(CIP Only) 

Current 
Year 

Future 
Years 

 
TOTALS 

Budget 0 402,449 0 402,449

Encumbered/Expended Amount 0 -155,603 0 -155,603

This Item 0 -74,522 0 -74,522

BALANCE    0 172,324    0 172,324

FUND(S): GENERAL FUND, 2009 JAG GRANT FUND & CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION FUND 

COMMENTS:  Funds are available in the 2011-12 General Fund, Criminal Investigation Fund and JAG Grant Fund 
budgets for the purchase of Tactical Ballistic Body Armor for Plano Police Department Officers.  The remaining 
balance of these funds will be used for other apparel and items aligned with PPD's current operations. 

STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL: Tactical Ballistic Body Armor relates to the City's Goals of Financially Strong City 
with Service Excellence and Great Neighborhoods - 1st Choice to Live. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM 

Plano Police Department Staff recommends approval of the purchase of Tactical Ballistic Body Armor in the 
amount of $74,522  from GT Distributors.  The City is authorized to purchase from a cooperative purchasing 
program with another local government or a local cooperative organization pursuant to Section 271 Subchapter 
F of the Local Government Code; and by doing so satisfies any State Law requiring local governments to seek 
competitive bids for items.  (Buyboard Contract Number 363-10) 

 

 

List of Supporting Documents: Other Departments, Boards, Commissions or Agencies 

Memo       

      
 



 
 
DATE: April 18, 2012 
 

TO:  Diane Palmer-Boeck, Chief Purchasing Officer, Plano Purchasing Department 
 

FROM: Greg Rushin, Chief of Police, Plano Police Department 
 

SUBJECT: Recommendation of Award for Replacement of Tactical Vests 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Plano Police Department’s Emergency Services Unit (ESU) is comprised of specialized units 
whose mission requires the use of tactical heavy vests which provide a higher level of ballistic 
protection and coverage than body armor utilized by other officers.  These units within ESU include 
the Tactical Unit, Hazardous Devices Unit (HDU), Tactical Paramedics, and K-9 Unit. There are 
twenty-two (22) vests authorized for Tactical, four (4) for HDU (1 officer currently serves on both 
Tactical and HDU), six (6) for Tactical Paramedics, and three (3) for K-9.  The current age of these 
unit’s vests are provided below:        
 
ESU Tactical vests were purchased in 12/2006 (5 yrs. 3 months old) 
ESU Tactical trauma plates were manufactured in 02/2002 (10 yrs. 1 month old) 
The newest ESU HDU vests were purchased in 12/2006 (5 yrs. 3 months old)   
ESU Tactical Paramedics vests were purchased in 04/2007 (4 yrs. 11 months old) 
K-9 vests were purchased in 04/2007 (4 yrs. 11 months old)  
 
Various manufacturers for body armor recommend replacement within the warranty period which is 
5 years.  This request is a result of the age of the above-mentioned vests.  
 
Vests were researched, examined and evaluated based on the following criteria: degree of comfort, 
sufficient protection coverage, the ease of getting into the vest without assistance, and a universal 
Molle fastening system.  The vests evaluated included Protech, Diamond Back, ABA, Point Blank, 
PACA, Renegade, KDH, Protective Products, PT Armor and Survival Armor.  Physical inspections 
of these vests were conducted which included fit tests.  Ultimately, the Protech Titan and 
Diamondback Tactical UTOC were identified as qualified products to meet the needs, i.e., fit, 
functionality, coverage and versatility of ESU Tactical.  Other products examined did not meet 
these requirements.  
 
Due to a previous purchase and return with GT Distributors, the Plano Police Department has a 
$30,680.78 credit.  GT distributes both Protech and Diamondback tactical vests.  After reviewing 
pricing on both vests, the Protech vest came in significantly less than the Diamondback at $3,094.21 
per vest, utilizing the existing cooperative contract with Buyboard Contract 363-10.  Plano PD 
recommends the purchase of thirty-four (34) Protech vests from GT Distributors in the amount of 
$74,522.36, which reflects the above-mentioned credit.  If not awarded, the ballistic integrity of the 
current vests utilized by the above units will continue to deteriorate and ultimately not provide the 
appropriate and expected ballistic protection for the officers of these specialized units.   
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