
 

  REV  May 2015 

CITY OF PLANO  
COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

CITY SECRETARY’S USE ONLY  
  Consent  Regular  Statutory 

 

Council Meeting Date: 9/12/2016 

Department: Fire 

Department Head Sam Greif 

 

Agenda Coordinator (include phone #): Teresa Shelstad Ext:7539 

CAPTION 

To approve the purchase of Argus Thermal Imaging Cameras for Plano Fire-Rescue from DACO Fire Equipment 
in the amount of $176,470 through an existing contract with Buyboard and authorizing the City Manager or his 
designee to execute all necessary documents. (Buyboard Contract No.432-13). 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 NOT APPLICABLE  OPERATING EXPENSE  REVENUE   CIP 

 
FISCAL YEAR: 

 
FY 2016-17 

Prior Year 
(CIP Only) 

Current 
Year 

Future 
Years 

 
TOTALS 

Budget 0 0 230,000 230,000 

Encumbered/Expended Amount 0 0 0    0 

This Item 0 0 -176,470 -176,470 

BALANCE    0 0 53,530 53,530 

FUND(S): EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT FUND 

COMMENTS: Funds are available in the 2016-17 Equipment Replacement Fund budget for the purchase of twenty-
five (25) Thermal Imaging Cameras (TICs), batteries, straps, and truck chargers.  The remaining balance of these 
funds will be used for other implements and equipment needs aligned with PFR's current operations. 

STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL: Replacement of Fire Rescue's Thermal Imaging Cameras (TICs) relates to the City's 
Goals of Financially Strong City with Service Excellence and Safe Large City. 

SUMMARY OF ITEM 

The City is authorized to purchase from a cooperative purchasing program pursuant to Chapter 791 Subchapter 
B of the Local Government Code which satisfies any state law requiring local governments to seek competitive 
bids for items. (Buyboard Contract No. 432-13) (City of Plano Contract # 2016-0068-O). 

See attached recommendation memo. 

 

 

List of Supporting Documents: Other Departments, Boards, Commissions or Agencies 

Recommendation Memo       

      
 
 
 



 
 

Memorandum  

Date: August 15, 2016 
 
To: Diane Palmer-Boeck, Director of Procurement and Project Management 
 
From: Daniel Moore, Captain Logistics 
 
Subject: Recommendation to Purchase Argus Mi-320-3-S Thermal Imaging Camera’s (TIC) 
 
 
Plano Fire-Rescue has been using some form of thermal imaging camera for approximately 20 years.  
The use of thermal imaging camera’s at emergency scenes has become a best practice standard in 
today’s Fire Service.  The TIC is used in haz-mat incidents, missing person searches, alarm 
investigations, and structure fires.  During a fire the TIC can be used to locate victims, find the seat of 
the fire, and find hot spots during overhaul. 
 
The current TIC’s that Plano Fire-Rescue uses are 10 years old with several being out of service 
needing repairs.  Our current TIC’s are using older technology which makes repairing them not cost 
effective and are bulkier than today’s smaller more ergonomic designs.  We solicited quotes from 
several cooperative contract holders for the purchase of twenty-five (25) thermal imaging cameras, 50 
extra batteries, straps and truck chargers for each TIC, and a five (5) year warranty on the TIC and 
batteries.  We had three responses with two of them meeting the qualifications set forth in our 
specifications.   
 
Plano Fire-Rescue received bids from the following cooperative contract holders: 
 
 DACO Fire Equipment - Argus TIC; Buyboard Contract #432-13 $176,470.00 
 Metro Fire Apparatus Specialist – Bullard TIC; HGAC EE08-15  $205,708.00 
 Dooley Tackaberry – Draeger TIC; Buyboard Contract #432-13 $216,000.00     
 
The Draeger unit offered by Dooley Tackaberry did not meet our minimum specifications.  The Argus 
TIC from DACO was the lower bid of the two units which met our specifications.    Plano Fire-Rescue 
conducted a 30-day trial of two (2) Argus TIC’s and received all positive reviews from field personnel.   
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of Plano Fire-Rescue that we move forward with the purchase of 
the thermal imaging cameras from DACO Fire Equipment in the amount of $176,470.00.  The funds for 
this purchase will come from the Equipment Replacement Fund (ERF). 
 
Failure to award this bid could result in the Fire Department not having thermal imaging cameras 
available at emergency scenes where they are needed or wasting money and time on repairing 
cameras that are using ten (10) year old technology. This will assuredly affect our service to the 
citizens. 
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