
City of Plano 
Screening Walls 



Subdivision Ordinance 

5.3 Thoroughfare Screening 

Where subdivisions or additions are platted so 

that the rear yards of residential lots are adjacent 

to a dedicated roadway or separated from a 

roadway by an alley or service road, the owner 

shall provide screening at his sole expense. 



Screening Options 

1. Living Screen 

2. Living Screen with Screening Fence 

3. Reinforced Masonry Wall 

4. Wrought Iron & Brick Fence 

5. Ornamental Fence with Landscaped Slope 

6. Berm with Retaining Wall 

 



Zoning Ordinance 

• Screening Walls Are Required Between Non-

Residential and Residential Uses. 





Resolution – No. 74-12-4(R) 

Living Screens 
If residents backing to a major thoroughfare and along 
the same side of the thoroughfare and between two 
streets desire a living screen the City will install and 
maintain the screen at a cost to the abutting owners of 
$3.50 per linear foot. The plant material shall be 
specified by the City.   
Upon receipt of a valid petition signed by 90% of the real 
property owners abutting the proposed screen of record 
the City.  Council will hold a public hearing to consider 
installation of the living screen… 



Resolution – No. 74-12-4(R) 

Concrete Screens 
If residents backing to a major thoroughfare and along 
the same side of the thoroughfare and between two 
streets desire a concrete screen the City will participate 
in the cost of the screen in an amount up to but not 
exceeding $5.00 per linear foot 
Upon receipt of a valid petition signed by 90% of the real 
property owners abutting the proposed screen of record 
the City Council will hold a public hearing to consider 
the kind and type of screen to be specified and to 
consider whether or not City funds are available. 



Public Walls 



Public Walls 



HOA Walls 



Private Walls 



Private Walls 



Living Screens 



No Walls 



No Walls 



Issues 

1. What to do with the 1974 Resolution? 

2. What should we do with private walls owned by 

residential property owners or HOAs? 

3. Should we continue to allow living screens? 

4. Should we replace living screens with brick walls? 

5. Should we build brick walls where there is no screen 

today and the lots back up to a road? 

6. Should we build brick walls where there is no screen 

today and the lots side to a road? 

 



Issues 

7. What should we do with private walls/entry feature 

owned by an HOA if they wish to abandon the wall? 

8. What is the standard for determining when painted city 

walls are repainted? 

9. What is the standard for determining when painted 

private commercial walls are repainted? 

 

 



Issues 

10. Should the city no longer require or accept new 

residential screening walls? Either do without or make 

them a HOA responsibility?  

11. Should we stop requiring screening walls and require 

ornamentals or some other requirement?  

 

 

 



Action – Issue 1 

What to do with the 1974 Resolution? 

Resolution No. 2013-2-10(R) was 
approved by City Council on 
February 25, 2013 which repealed 
the 1974 Resolution. 



Action – Issue 2 

What should we do with private walls owned by 

residential property owners or HOAs? 

For a single family lot, where there is a 
screening wall on the other side of the street, 
the City shall assume ownership and 
maintenance responsibility as long as the 
property owner dedicates the necessary 
easements. 
For HOAs, we are proposing no change.   



Private Walls 





Action – Issue 3 

Should we continue to allow living screens? 

Living screens will be allowed as long as 
additional Right-of-Way is dedicated as 
outlined in the Subdivision Ordinance. 
 



Action – Issue 4 

1. Should we replace living screens with brick walls? 

We will look at each situation on a case by case 
basis.  We will see how much room is available, 
what the adjoining property owners would like 
and what conflicts exist that may impact each 
alternative. 



Living Screens 



Living Screens 



Living Screens 



Action – Issue 5 

Should we build brick walls where there is no screen 

today and the lots back up to a road? 

NO 



Action – Issue 6 

Should we build brick walls where there is no screen 

today and the lots side to a road? 

NO 



Action – Issue 7 

 What should we do with private walls/entry 

feature owned by an HOA if they wish to abandon 

the wall? 

At this time we don’t have an answer for the 
private walls.  For landscaping our Parks & 
Recreation Department removes landscaping 
and irrigation and replaces it with turf. 



Action – Issue 8 

 What is the standard for determining when 

painted city walls are repainted? 

 
At this time, we have not developed a standard.    
We are inventorying our concrete walls and will 
selected the worse walls to be painted. 



Action – Issue 9 

 What is the standard for determining when 

painted private commercial walls are repainted? 

 
At this time, we have not developed a standard.    
We are working with our Property Standards 
Department to develop a standard.  Most walls 
in the past were painted to remove graffiti. 



Action – Issue 10 

 Should the city no longer require or accept new 

residential screening walls? Either do without or 

make them a HOA responsibility?  

 

 

 

We should continue to require screening walls 
and they can still be dedicated to the City. 



Action – Issue 11 

 Should we stop requiring screening walls and 

require ornamentals or some other requirement? 

 

 
We should continue to require screening walls. 


