
 
Memorandum  

Date: January 22, 2014 
 
To: Bruce D. Glasscock, City Manager 
 
From: Amy Fortenberry, Director of Parks and Recreation 
 
Subject: Oak Point Park & Nature Preserve Improvements 
 
 
 
Oak Point Park & Nature Preserve is Plano’s largest park spanning 801 acres in northeast Plano 
running along the Rowlett Creek and adjacent to Bob Woodruff Park to the south. This park is 
comprised of 29 different lots purchased from 22 owners with the first acquisition dating back to 1982. It 
was acquired to serve as a respite from the urban environment, provide opportunities for people to 
learn about and appreciate nature, serve as a neighborhood park, play a vital role in the trail system, 
and serve as a gathering place for events and entertainment. The name was deliberately selected to 
convey that it was more than a nature preserve it also would include spaces for a variety of recreation 
and leisure activities.  
 
In 2005, the voters approved funds for a building that would serve as a gateway to all that the park had 
to offer. We are finalizing plans on the nature and retreat center and look forward to fulfilling that 
promise to our residents in 2015. The 2009 and 2013 bond referendums also included funds for Oak 
Point Park & Nature Preserve improvements which were also approved. The next park improvements 
are being prepared and will occur in several phases. These will include typical park improvements on 
the northeast side of the park off of Los Rios Blvd. Included will be parking, trails, restroom, water 
fountain, a unique play feature, picnic areas, and a large reservable pavilion.  
 
The first phase of work will commence soon and will primarily provide access to the park in preparation 
for the Suburbia Music Festival in May. A contractor will be placing road base along most of Old Morton 
Vale Road and will extend to the west of Old Morton Vale Road to this year’s main stage area. Access 
will also be provided to a secondary stage area close to Los Rios Blvd., parking/drop off area, and a 
pad on the east side of Los Rios for parks maintenance equipment. This road base will be up to 28 feet 
wide.  
 
We anticipate using temporary improvements for years one and two of the music festival. Following the 
first year, we will evaluate the event and complete the plans for the hillside improvements along with 
the re-master planning of the park. We plan to bid the permanent improvements so that a contractor 
may begin work immediately following the second music festival. This area is intended to serve the 
music festival and our residents throughout the year. We anticipate moving many of the current 5K runs 
to this part of the park and create routes that will allow the events to stay on park property. The result 
will lower the event cost for event organizers, it will free up the amphitheater for performance events, 
and minimize road closures in the area due to events.  
 
We look forward to the many exciting things happening at Oak Point Park & Nature Preserve and will 
continue to provide updates as the plans progress.  


