
 
 

Memorandum  

Date: August 17, 2016 
 
To: Robin Reeves, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 
From: Michelle Hawkins, Administrator of Arts, Culture and Heritage 
 
Subject: Downtown Plano Portal Project Artist Selection 
 
 
 
Several years ago, the City of Plano received funding from TXDOT to create interest at 75 and 15th St. 
interchange that would attract/direct people from 75 into Downtown Plano. Although, TXDOT 
intersection project has been put on hold due to pending construction on 75 and PGBT, the City has 
moved forward with its portion of the project that we call the Portal Project. The Portal Project will 
improve 15th St and provide motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians strong visual cues that will lead them 
to Downtown Plano.  
 
We created a Selection Panel consisting of 2 city staff members, 2 members from HDPA, 2 members 
from the art community, and 1 member from the Haggard Neighborhood Association and 1 from the 
Douglass community. I asked each group to provide me with who they would like to represent them. 
Members of the selection panel are: Michelle Hawkins (city), Peter Braster (city), Mona Crider (HDPA), 
Jeff Bergus (HDPA), Suzy Jones (PAC), Soheyla Rashidya (PAC) and Kathleen Brooks (Haggard NA).  
Douglass community elected not to participate.  
 
Round 1: We opened the Call to Artists using CaFé, an online artist portal for 3 weeks. We asked for a 
bio, an artist statement, and 10-20 pictures of their work. We received 195 submissions. Each member 
of the selection panel logged in and rated each artist on a scale from 1-7. 1 being the lowest and 7 
being the greatest. The CaFé system averaged everyone’s scores. The Selection panel met as a group 
to review scores that averaged 5 or higher. We reviewed 36 submissions and narrowed the selection 
down to 7 artists. We sent an email through the CaFé system to inform artists that they were or weren’t 
selected for the next round. Two of our 7 selected artists declined the offer.   
 
Round 2: We’ve offered the five remaining artists $1,000 stipend to create a solution specific to Plano 
and this project. We were available for any questions at any time and offered a Skype meeting to 
anyone who wanted one. We sent pictures of each location to every artist. We gave them 2 months to 
get their proposal in electronically via Dropbox. Each artist presented via Skype, conference call or in-
person on August 3rd to five members of the Selection Panel. The Selection Panel reviewed the 
submissions and agreed on two artists to recommend to council for final selection.  
 
Round 3: We would like to present the final two artists to Council and allow them to choose which artist 
we will move forward with.  
 
Please note that these renderings are not the artists’ final designs and staff will work with the selected 
artist on durability of the artwork, materials, etc…  
 
Funding for this project in the amount of $300,000 is included in 2016-17 CIP Budget within the Street 
Enhancement Projects fund.  



 
 

Memorandum  

Date: December 21, 2015  
 
To: Bruce Glasscock, Plano City Manager 
 
From: Michelle Hawkins, Administrator of Arts, Culture and Heritage 
 
Subject: Downtown Plano Portal Project Direction 
 
 
 
Several years ago, the City of Plano received funding from TXDOT to create interest at 75 and 15th St. 
interchange that would attract/direct people from 75 into Downtown Plano. Although, TXDOT 
intersection project has been put on hold due to pending construction on 75 and PGBT, the City has 
moved forward with its portion of the project.  The City’s project, known as the Portal Project, is under 
construction.  The Portal Project will improve 15th St and provide motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians 
strong visual cues that will lead them to Downtown Plano.  
 
In 2015, there has been new energy and excitement to promote Downtown Plano as an arts district. 
While the downtown area certainly flourishes with talented artists and distinctly creative people, the 
public spaces lack visible artistic traces that identify Downtown as an arts district.  Therefore, as part of 
the Portal Project, the City created six pedestals along 15th St. and designated an area in the median 
for unique creative structures. After several design attempts, the structures for these areas have not 
been imagined to anyone’s satisfaction. Therefore, staff is recommending the City pursue an artist to 
design the structures for the Portal Project.  
 
Moving forward, we would create a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for artists to design the several art 
pieces that will point the way to the Downtown Plano Arts District. Once the RFQ closes, a panel of 
seven individuals, consisting of a representative from the Historic Downtown Plano Association 
(HDPA), two representatives from the art community, a representative from each of the surrounding 
Homeowners’ Association (Haggard and Douglass), and two city employees (Peter Braster, and 
myself), will narrow the selection of artists based on feasibility, creativity and appropriateness. At that 
point, we will ask each of the finalists to submit a rendering of their vision for the art pieces. Then the 
final three artists and their renderings will be brought before Council for final selection.  
 
The suggested budget for the selected artist is $300,000 which is based off of the costs for Plano’s 
existing public art pieces. This budget will include design, materials, travel, and implementation for all 
six pedestals pieces and the median piece.  
 
Upon your agreement to proceed, we will begin the process with the RFQ, which will invite artists to 
submit their vision and qualifications.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
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 In the beginning… 

From and of the universe, the golden ratio forms. Elements arrange themselves. Living equations formulate on planet Earth. Water pools and shelters 
life. It flows through rivers and across plains and mountains. It falls on prairies and in forests. Life forms explore and grow. Seeds scatter to the winds. 
Shoots flourish. Seasons of rain and heat. Spring winds, hot summers, fall stars and purifying winters. Rhythms of rain and rebirth. The planet turns and life 
keeps on moving in Plano, Texas. 

Three years ago I began my artistic journey across the American continent. From Anchorage and down through the Rockies, I left my signature 
between glaciers and volcanoes. Now, by peaks, plains and lakes, I will pick up my journey south across the Rocky Mountains, following in the 
footsteps of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  

From the craters of the Moon to Dotsero volcano. Trekking through the Arapaho National Forest. Coming up from Granby Lake to the Indian Peaks of 
Colorado’s Front Range. After crossing Arapaho Pass, I slide down the Arapaho Glacier and through the San Luis Valley to Culebra Peak. Still 
descending, I follow the flow of Raton Creek, leaving by the Gateway to the Rockies and heading towards Capulino volcano. I am going to Amarillo. I 
leave Route 66 to follow the Colorado River and cross Palo Duro Canyon. Surfing the Great Plains, I come to lake Texoma. Like a pioneer, excited and 
hopeful, I arrive at a very luminous and special place in the world. I arrive at the treasure map; El Plano del Tesoro; guarded by seven lakes. 

Earth, air, fire and water meet on the Great Plains. Springs of colour. Summers of heat. Falls of rest and time to think. Winters of purifying snow. Plano of 
agriculture, our true treasure. Plano like its flag; forged in blues of starry skies and reds of living fire. Plano: a Phoenix rising from the flames. People from 
all four directions under Plano’s four pillars: earth and air, fire and water. 

Four elements and one dream. In Plano everyone is different and togetherness makes them one. In Plano identity and justice coexist in diversity. Across 
15th street life and colour move in seven directions. Rectangles on a golden ratio. Street lines. A meeting point at the starting point that leads us out 
into the world. Life and colour. Diversity in the universe, in sky and earth, in water and flame. Across the seven continents to the seven lakes and into 
Plano of seven directions. North, south, east, west, up, down and inward into each of our own hearts. Plano of diverse peoples. Building a true 
community together. One Earth; one diverse people; a community for everybody. Identity and justice, peace and diversity. Constructing a future 
without forgetting the present. Lifting the roof to the sky together. 

I imagine the Gateway to Plano resting between earth and sky. Alive and friendly. Visible from near and afar. Mutable and attractive. 15th Street; the 
gateway to the seven directions. A path to follow. A universal journey, unique to each and every person. We start and finish in different places, but we 
are all bound together by our diverse experiences. We all travel in the same dimensions: up and down, north and south, east and west and inwards 
into our own hearts, minds and souls. Seven directions, each unique. We all live in the same sphere of elements: in earth and air, fire and water. 
Applied mathematics and universal geometry. Life, heart and soul. Four vital elements to forge us and keep us safe. 

I propose a sculpture for each direction; artworks that incorporate each element and connect us to them. Artworks that bring us together to 
contemplate, to question and to discover. 
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Up / Down  

Like interstellar vessels. Like pioneers in search of new worlds. Two suspended, conical, open cylinders, with surfaces of textured Corten 

steel and of shining, mirrored stainless steel will look upwards and downwards. With a diameter of one meter and a height of 

approximately two, they will encapsulate us and focus our attention on sky and soil. We will become part of the light patterns that they 

project onto the ground and into the sky. In hours of darkness, illuminated by LED technology, they will paint their circles of light into the 

firmament, appearing to levitate in the night sky. Between the Universe and planet Earth. 

Air / East 

Like Plano in its first stages of construction, seven titanium or stainless steel cubes of differing sizes will link together, forming a strong, 

tightly-knit  structure. At a height of some 3 meters, they will seem lighter than air: like a series of bubbles, hanging in the sky. A visible 

reminder of our atmosphere and of the air we breathe yet rarely see. Testament to the air currents that flow in from the east, across 

the Gulf of Mexico. Wind that scatters the seeds of life. 

Fire / West 

This piece will be made from two-meter-high, coloured bars of 316L stainless steel or titanium. Their sinuous curves will make them flicker 

and shine like tongues of flame in a crackling midsummer bonfire. Testament to Texas’ volcanoes. Crucibles of heat that keep the 

planet turning beneath us. Metals that move and form the magnetic field that protects us from the solar wind. 

Water / North 

With a height of approximately two meters, this polycarbonate cylinder will be a closed ecosystem. Inside, water will allow life to 

form and flourish, changing its colouration with the season and weather. Like the clouds, a stainless steel spiral will protect it from 

direct sunlight and collect rainwater and dew, whose mineral particles will be deposited back inside the tube, feeding the life that 

dwells there. It will recall the water cycle that is so vital to us. Water that runs down from the great glaciers. Water that formed the 

peaks and canyons of the Rocky Mountains. Water that runs down the Colorado River and into Lake Texoma. Water that gives 

and maintains life. 

Earth / South 

Over the Rocky Mountains and across the great prairies through which the Colorado River flows; the bedrock of the City of Plano 

and the lakes that surround it will be represented in a great stone. It will function as a bench, a place for rest and reflection. 

Perforations in its surface will contain soil and seeds, fomenting plant life that will grow out from the interior. Changing with the 

seasons. Life abundant. 

Inward / Heart and Soul 

Constructed from stainless steel cubes, a golden spiral will rise into the sky to a height of some six meters. If we follow its curvature, 

and depending on our viewpoint, we will be able to see the “P” for Plano contained within. Like a beating heart. Like an embryo 

forming. It will represent the diverse peoples of Plano together. Organic and alive. Plano in constant, living motion. 



Fabrication, Installation and Integration 

These artworks will be made from the highest quality materials and will be resistant to marine-grade corrosion and attempted vandalism. Their designs 
will create strong, lightweight and flexible structures, resistant even to hurricane force winds. They will last for generations, use minimal energy and 
require no periodic maintenance. Any graffiti would be easily washed off using readily available cleaning products. Their anchoring systems will be 
designed so as to facilitate ease of dismantling and relocation. 

They will be warm, accessible, agile and dynamic. Their interaction with light and shadow will be fundamental, adding to their presence without 
taking up any physical space whatsoever. Despite their size and expressive force, they will not present an imposing or overbearing presence. They will 
occupy little of their installation surfaces and will create spaces within and around them that we will be able to see and move through. They will 
combine modern and classical forms, creating relaxing environments of play and leisure. They will be strong, light and completely safe to interact with. 

Their construction and creative processes will require as much recourse to artisan labor as to cutting edge technologies. The techniques and 
procedures of a classical master will be employed and their forms will be simplified, bringing empty space into their composition and lending them 
both the strong presence and sense of mystery necessary to make them highly attractive and openly interpretable artworks.  

We will complete a thorough and exhaustive study into each element. The process will begin with small models, which will be used to make the 
modifications necessary to achieve both structural strength and harmonious aesthetics from every angle and on a one to one scale. We will regularly 
send images and videos to ensure that all aspects of the piece are loved and approved by their commissioners. In consensus with the commissioning 
body, the proposal will make allowances for modifications that might reinforce the artworks’ aesthetics, concept and integration into their 
environment. 

We will keep in constant communication with the commissioning body so as that they are best able to oversee the process from beginning to end. 
Installation schedules will be ratified by and tailored to the timetables of the project’s developers and construction teams. 

At night, illuminated, the sculptures will become spectacular and magical, inviting people to draw closer, meet and congregate beneath their pools 
of warmth and light. Even so, such lighting systems must be taken as complements, installed to enrich the artworks. In no circumstances would their 
subsequent absence detract from the aesthetics, functioning or concept of the pieces in and of themselves. They will be designed to be complete, 
holistic artworks that function perfectly in all circumstances. 

Please be aware that all the images here presented correspond to rendering models that do not necessarily reflect the quality, finish or 
aesthetics of large-scale artworks fabricated in their definitive materials. The entire process of fabrication will be realised and overseen 
by Casto Solano himself, without recourse to unsupervised contractors or third parties that might compromise the quality of the finished 
pieces. The processes used will look beyond the apparent limitations of currently available materials and technologies, taking the 
materials to the limit of their expressive possibilities. 
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Joshua Wiener
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2665 Dartmouth Avenue
Boulder, CO 80305

July 29, 2016

Plano Portal Project
Plano, TX

“Rhythmic Illuminations”

“I am moved by everything that is happening 
here.  I hope that my artwork illustrates the 

inspiration I feel for making an arts destination.”
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The robust performing arts in Plano inspired this artwork. These sculptures are 

a celebration of art.  The experience is based on being lost in the charms of a 

performance.  Sounds, light, and movement all blend into a surreal mass.  I wanted 

to blend the figures into the compositions in a way that leaves room for interpretation. 

Thank you for the opportunity to develop an artwork for Plano.



The Arts District will be distinguished with this series of musicians. After spending time in Plano, I felt the momentum of the arts here and saw the 

visions for an inspired community in the numerous theaters and stages. Plano is in a vivatious period. This artwork is a reflection of my experience here. 

Appearing as columns of smoky light, the musicians will evoke the experience that is to come.  As you look from the interstate, you will see billowing forms of color.  

The musicians are positioned so as you approach, they emerge. Engaging the audience with wild and flowing forms will imbue a sense of excitement for Plano.  

Innovative
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Inspiration

These sculptures are a vehicle for imagination.
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Each piece is a vibrant sculpture and also a figure. The figures are blended 

into the composition to feel like smoke through the lights of a show. The 

artwork is informed by the flood lights to announce a special event. Each 

one has a unique personality and style while being a cohesive body of work.

Curiosity meanders through Inspiration...  
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One of the most exciting aspects about this sculpture is that through the overlapping of materials, it will create a kinetic experience without moving 

parts. Having one layer closer than another makes them move at different rates as the audience passes. All of the layers will be coming into view 

and disappearing as you move around the sculpture. I have developed this technique in my work through studying sight lines and how objects 

relate to one another based on the changing of perspective. At night, an eruption of color splashes into the art with a color changing LED system.  
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Each sculpture will stand 14’ tall, including a 3’ tall pedestal. They are designed to be 2’ deep at street level and various widths. 

If selected, they will be custom tailored for each location. Each will be a combination of cast and formed Aluminum and virtually 

maintenance free. Within the sculpture will be color changing LEDs stated to last up to 100,000 hours. All the painted parts will be done 

in a super durable powder-coating. Since the base metal in non-corrosive, they will look great forever even if the paint is neglected. 
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Timeless

The sculptures will not just sit in the 
environment, they will play in it.
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After consulting with my structural engineer, he said the current foundations 

could handle approximately 40 square feet of wind load and up to 4700 

lbs. I designed the artwork to be set back 2’ from the road and to not 

impede visual corridors.  I also made sure they won’t affect the sidewalks.  

The pedestal is only 2’ deep and varies in width for each location. The 

pieces that spread out past their pedestal do so at over 8’ above grade.
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This work gives shape to the unseen form of sound.  I generated each piece by exploring the unique way each instrument sounds.  

The piano meanders, bending and diving in an unending flow.  The saxophone wines into knots, compressing, turning inside out.  

The violin, a light breeze reveals its secret, a hidden freight train.  My musical series has been the cornerstone for my imagination.  
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If selected, I will work with the committee to place each 

piece at the best location and to preserve sight lines.



I want to make an 
experience that is 

artistically exciting and 
spatially harmonious.  
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aluminum
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT Artist Design Fee (Including drawings, contracts, meetings, 
site visits, progress reports, preliminary design development & 
consultations w/ architects, engineers, etc.)

$  15,000

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES Engineer                                                                            $   4,000

Casting Aluminum $ 35,000

Painting $   12,000

Electrician $   6,000

 Sub-total $ 57,000

MATERIALS Aluminum $ 46,000

Hardware $  2,500

Tools (welding equipment, wire, fuel, etc.) $  6,000

Positioners and frames $ 6,000

Color changing LEDs $  12,000

Sub-total $ 72,500

SHIPPING Delivery of materials to studio $ 3,000

Delivery of sculptures to site $ 9,000

Sub-total $  12,000

FABRICATION Artist (structural welding, forming, reinforcing) $ 90,000

Assistants $ 6,500

Sub-total $ 96,500   

INSTALLATION Crane and fork lift $   4,000

Additional equipment needed at site $   4,000

Artist travel $   4,500

Sub-total $ 12,500

GENERAL OPERATING Insurance $     2,500

Studio $   15,000

Administrative $   2,000

Sub-total $ 19,500

CONTINGENCY Part of Artist’s design fee / to be awarded to Artist $  15,000

- - - - - - - -

TOTAL ............................................................................................ $300,000

Budget

I want to create art that 
goes beyond expressing 
the function of the site 

and becomes a partner to 
inspire great thinking.

Timeline

TASK                                TIME ALLOTTED

Proposal Due-------------------------------------------------------------------------------July 29th, 2016
Interview----------------------------------------------------------------------------------August 3rd, 2016
City approval & signing of contract----------------(~1-2 months), ~August / September 2016*
Receipt of deposit-----------------------------------(~1-2 months), ~September / October 2016*
Order materials--------------------------------------------(2 weeks), ~October / November 2016*
Begin fabrication------------------------------------------------------~November / December 2016*
Project installation---------------------------------------------------------~2017 (tbd w/ committee)*

*Pending city approval/signing of contract/receipt of deposit/weather meets the estimated 
timeline presented here.

**I would be prepared to begin the project as soon as the commission is awarded and 
the deposit is received.  

***This is an estimated timeline and can be further discussed with the committee to 
integrate the artwork with the schedule of the city/committee.  Dates can be more defined 
after commission is awarded.
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Model to Sculpture reference
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Artist Statement

My experience includes, but is not limited to:
-creating land art on a reclaimed contaminated site
-participating in design teams
-making site-specific public sculptures
-teaching at the Art Students League in Denver 
-working in stone, aluminum, steel, earth, bronze, and experimental materials
-completing every project on time and within budget
-constructing contemplative gardens and water features with Marpa Landscape Design, winner of 
     countless awards
-working with architects, landscape architects, city planners, engineers, and contractors
-generating construction documents
-teaching a month workshop at the Denver Art Museum
-apprenticing in Japan with sculptor, Kazutaka Uchida
-completing a residency at an accredited institution, PlatteForum, working with at risk youth
-co-founding and directing a community arts 501c3 non-profit organization, Art In Your Park
-leading nature walks with elementary school children at Durango Nature Studies 
-managing over 100 community events 
-managing a team of technicians and instructing workshops at MARBLE/marble Symposium

“Joshua’s knowledge of materials, shapes, forms, and compositions makes me highly recommend him for public art projects.”   
Dean Pearson, Landscape Architect and President of Architerra Group, Littleton, CO

“Roots of Community”
8’ x 8’ x 2.5’, 4’ x 4’ x 2.5’

4 benches @ 16’ x 16’ x 7’
San Luis Obispo, CA

2013

I believe in art as a very positive force for all the things that make me feel so fortunate to be alive.  I 
want to do my part to help inspire more artistry.  All of my artwork is made at the highest standard of 
perfection with the hopes to draw more people into a deeper relationship with the art they are surrounded 
by.  I see the Plano Portal Project as a unique opportunity to inspire lots of people in a meaningful way.

“I look at art as an expression of humanity. It can articulate concern, evoke 
emotion, stimulate thoughts, and make life more interesting. In its best case, it 
will teach us to be better friends, embrace beauty, and be more compassionate.”  
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PUBLIC COMMISSIONS
▪ 2018   Flood Recovery Project - Longmont, Colorado
▪ 2017   Tribune Building Project, Incourage Community - Wisconsin Rapids, WI
▪ 2017   Tradewinds Park Stables & Farm - Coconut Creek, Florida
▪ 2016   James Riverfront - Richmond, Virginia
▪ 2016   Harold Bacchus Community Park - Frisco, Texas 
▪ 2015   Quinn’s Junction/Highway 248 - Park City, Utah
▪ 2015   23rd Ave. & 10th St. Triangle Median - Greeley, Colorado
▪ 2015   Northside Regional Park at Rillito Regional Park - Tucson, Arizona 
▪ 2015   RTD/City of Boulder - Boulder Transit Village - Boulder, Colorado
▪ 2015   Gladstone Downtown Village/Linden Square - Gladstone, MI
▪ 2014   Downtown Rawlins - Rawlins, Wyoming 
▪ 2014   Kingsley and First Street Rain Garden - Ann Arbor, Michigan
▪ 2014   RTD/West Rail Line - Perry Station - Denver, Colorado 
▪ 2014   RTD/West Rail Line - Oak Station - Denver, Colorado 
▪ 2014   Fairfax Park - Commerce City, Colorado 
▪ 2013   Homestead Park and Open Space - Greeley, Colorado
▪ 2013   Oklahoma State Board of Pharmacy - Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
▪ 2013   Community Gardens at Meadow Park - San Luis Obispo, California
▪ 2013   RTD Light Rail Station at Decatur St./Federal Blvd. - Denver, CO
▪ 2013   Hudson Gardens - Littleton, Colorado 
▪ 2012   Florida Rd Roundabout, USA Pro Cycling Commemoration-Durango, CO 
▪ 2011   Village of Palmetto Bay Roundabout, Palmetto Bay, Florida
▪ 2011   Carson Nature Center/South Platte Park - Littleton, Colorado
▪ 2010   Denver Urban Gardens (SCFD GRANT) - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2010   Juanita Beach Park (living sculpture) - Kirkland, Washington
▪ 2010   172nd Avenue Roundabout - Happy Valley, Oregon 
▪ 2008   Governor’s Excellence in Renewable Energy Award - Denver, CO
▪ 2008   Mid Town Redevelopment Project (designs) - Longmont, Colorado 
▪ 2007   Maher Ranch, Gemstone Park (Sculpture 2) - Castle Rock, Colorado
▪ 2006   Community Park (3 Sculptures) - Broomfield, Colorado
▪ 2006   Maher Ranch, Gemstone Park (Design Team) - Castle Rock, CO
▪ 2006   Maher Ranch, Gemstone Park (Sculpture 1) -  Castle Rock, Colorado
▪ 2005   Founders’ Park - Wheat Ridge, Colorado
COMMISSIONS
▪ 2010/05   Evoke Landscape Design - Boulder, Colorado 
▪ 2008   Denver Art Museum (demonstration piece) - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2008   Laura Landgraf - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2008   Benjamin & Heather Victor - Pittsburg, Pennsylvania 
▪ 2006   Head Start Regional 8 Conference - Denver, Colorado 
▪ 2006/05   Sanzone Studios - Boulder, Colorado 
▪ 2005   Dr. Mark Brodie - Genesee, Colorado
▪ 2005   Dr. Rick Newman - Arvada, Colorado
▪ 2004/03/02   Studio Forma Landscape Design - Boulder, Colorado 
▪ 2004   Cody Center - Lakewood, Colorado
▪ 2004   Pharmatech, Inc. - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2004   Ken Lindeneau - La Mesa, California 
▪ 2004   Adam Wiener - Durango, Colorado 
▪ 2003   Bobby Smith - Niwot, Colorado
▪ 2003   Ryan Hubbard - Denver, Colorado 
▪ 2002   Colorado State University - Fort Collins, Colorado
▪ 2001   Marpa & Associates Landscape Design - Boulder, Colorado
▪ 2001   Dr. William Silvers - Denver, CO
COLLECTIONS 
▪ 2012   B. Victor - Durango, Colorado 
▪ 2010   N. Sorenson - Denver, CO
▪ 2009   Town of Castle Rock, CO
▪ 2009   La Academia - Denver, CO
▪ 2009/08   J. & D. Dinneen - Littleton, CO
▪ 2008   S. Wolf - Denver, CO 
▪ 2007   Dr. H. M. Sondheimer -Wash. D.C.
▪ 2007   J. Stuntz - Loveland, CO
▪ 2007   M. Gates - Micanopy, FL
▪ 2007   L. Raynolds - Cody, WY
▪ 2006   R. Johnson - Denver, CO 

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE  -  INDIA
▪ Invited to Bangalore, India in 2004 along with 
over forty other carvers from around the world 
to be a part of a two week stone sculpting 
symposium
▪ Sculpture was exhibited in Bangalore at the 
Sumukha Art Gallery and is now on permanent 
collection at the Krishnamurti Valley School

INTERNATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP  -  JAPAN
▪ Apprenticed twice with master sculptor, 
Kazutaka Uchida, in Tokyo, Japan 
▪ Assist Uchida on monumental pieces for 
museums/public/private collections
▪ Worked with Uchida on two different twenty-
piece stone exhibitions in Japan
▪ Assisted Uchida on a sculpture for 
permanent collection at the Toyota 
Municipal Museum in Japan along side a Henry 
Moore bronze sculpture 
▪ Studied with Uchida the techniques of 
professional networking, from museum curators 
to presidents of universities

COMMUNITY
Co-founder in 1999; 501©3 non-profit arts 
organization.  My interest in creating this 
program was to facilitate free community art.  
To date, AIYP has estimated that over 
20,000 people have participated with the 
program. 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
▪ 2013   November - The Greeley Tribune/   
     Greeley, CO 
▪ 2013/2012   The Durango Herald/Durango, CO 
▪ 2011   June, 16, Palmetto Bay News 
▪ 2009   December - Sculptors of the Rockies    
     book, (Southwest Art Magazine)
▪ 2007   November/December - Tools     
     Magazine
▪ 2007   August 12 - Reporter-Herald/
     Loveland, CO 
▪ 2007   July - Southwest Art Magazine 
▪ 2007   May 30 - Enterprise/Broomfield, CO
▪ 2006   September - Southwest Art 
     Magazine
▪ 2006   Fall/Winter Issue 3 - Cairn Magazine 
▪ 2005   Winter Vol. 4 No. 1 - Sculptural 
     Pursuit Magazine
▪ 2004   November 18 - Wheat Ridge, CO     
     Transcript
▪ 2004   Winter Vol. 3 No. 1 - Sculptural 
     Pursuit Magazine

Résumé

▪ 2006   C. Matthews - Denver, CO 
▪ 2005   Pharmatech, Inc. - Denver, CO
▪ 2004   Krishnamurti School - Bang.India
▪ 2004   J. & K. Nystrom - Fort Collins, CO
▪ 2004   C. Lark - Longmont, CO
▪ 2003   B. Wojcik - W. Broomfield, MI
▪ 2003   M. Schmitz - Denver, CO
▪ 2002   B. Case - Flagstaff, AZ
▪ 2002   V. Branson - Afton, OK 
▪ 2002   J. Moses - Flagstaff, Arizona 
▪ 2002   M. Wiener - Aurora, CO
▪ 1996   K. Uchida - Tokyo, Japan
▪ 1995   J.Cole - Durango, CO

AWARDS AND GRANTS                  
▪ 2014   Excellence in Community Design Award, City of Greeley, Homestead  
     Park Greeley, Colorado
▪ 2010   SCFD GRANT, Denver Urban Gardens (living sculpture) Denver, Colorado

SELECTED TEACHING AND SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
▪  Present-1996   Instructor, Marble Institute of CO - Marble, Colorado 
▪ 2013-2008   Instructor, Art Students League - Denver, Colorado 
▪ 2011   Juror, Wyoming Arts Council 2011 VA Fellowships - Laramie, Wyoming
▪ 2011   Speaker, Red Rocks Community College, Morrison, Colorado
▪ 2011   Presenter/Workshops-Southwood Mid.& Perinne Elem.-Palmetto Bay, FL
▪ 2010   Juror, Colorado Artfest / 21st Annual - Castle Rock, Colorado
▪ 2009   Presenter, University of Colorado - Boulder, Colorado
▪ 2009   Juror/UCD/College of Architecture & Planning - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2009   Residency, PlatteForum - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2009   Juror, La Academia, “Art for Youth” Art Show - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2008   Presenter/Instructor, Denver Art Museum - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2008   Instructor for workshop, Colorado Academy - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2007   Presenter, Communication Arts, Inc. - Boulder, Colorado
▪ 2006   Instructor/Presenter, Bridge School - Boulder, Colorado
▪ 2006   Presenter, Parker High School - Parker, Colorado
▪ 2005   Sub. Instructor, Armory Art Ctr Master Artist Workshop - W. Palm Beach, FL

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS
▪ 2016, 2015, 2014, 2013, 2012 “Snow Sculpture in the Dark” competition (2013 &   
     2012 won 2nd place), Loveland, Colorado 
▪ 2014  Denver Maker Faire, Sculpture Games (2nd place) - Denver, Colorado 
▪ 2013  Co-Curator for “Side Effects May Include...” Exh. - Art Students League,   
     Denver, CO
▪ 2013/12/11  City of Lafayette’s ‘Art on the Streets’ exhibit, Lafayette, CO
▪ 2013/12/11/10  City of Durango outdoor exhibit, Durango, Colorado
▪ 2013/12 City of Berthoud outdoor loan exhibit - Berthoud, Colorado 
▪ 2012/11/10/04/03  US Bank ‘Art on the Streets’ Exh. (3) - Colorado Springs, CO 
▪ 2011/10  City of Greeley outdoor exhibit (2 sites) - Greeley, Colorado
▪ 2011-99  Stone Carver’s Exhibition at Redstone Art Center, Redstone, CO
▪ 2011  Arts Students League ‘14 Collaborations’ - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2010/09/08  Douglas Cty “Art Encounters”ex. (4 sites)- Castle Rock & Parker, CO
▪ 2009/08  Invited Artist, “Sculpture in the Park” exhibition - Loveland, CO
▪ 2007/06/05/04/03  Juried Artist, “Sculpture in the Park” Exh. - Loveland, CO
▪ 2009  Madden Museum, “Windows to the Divine”, juried - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2009  Loveland Museum/Gallery, “Twirling Dali’s mustache” - Denver, CO
▪ 2009  RedLine Gallery, “Art for Ransom’ - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2009  PlatteForum Gallery,“Elevating nature/Germination of ideas”Denver, CO
▪ 2009  eventgallery 910Arts, “Exploring the Values of our Waters” - Denver, CO
▪ 2009/08/06/05  Evergreen Sculpture Walk (3 sites) - Evergreen, Colorado 
▪ 2009/08/07  Sioux Falls Sculpture Walk (3 sites) - Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
▪ 2009/08/07  “Art on the Move” (3 sites) - Longmont, Colorado
▪ 2009/2007  Access Gallery - Denver, Colorado 
▪ 2009/08  El Paso’s pre-qualified artist pool, juried - El Paso, Texas
▪ 2009/08  City of Evanston’s pre-qualified database, juried - Evanston, Illinois
▪ 2008  Solo Show, Icelantic Gallery - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2008/07  20th Annual Outdoor Sculpture Exhibition - Lawrence, Kansas
▪ 2008/2007  Fryberger Art Consulting Gallery & Sculpture Garden - Littleton, CO 
▪ 2007/06  The Standing Sun Fine Art Gallery (2007 Solo Show) - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2007  Functional Park Art Database, juried - Colorado Springs, Colorado
▪ 2006/05/04/03  Randall Chase Gallery - Palm Desert, California
▪ 2006/05/04  Treeline Gallery - Estes Park, Colorado 
▪ 2005/04  Gallery 730 - Prospect, Colorado
▪ 2004  Sumukha Art Gallery - Bangalore, India
▪ 2003/01  Colorado History Museum / Stone Sculptor Showcase, Denver, CO
▪ 2002  15th Annual Sedona Sculpture Walk - Sedona, Arizona
▪ 2002  “Eclectic Mess” Invitational at Ironton Gallery - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2002  Purple Door Studio Exhibition - Denver, Colorado
▪ 2001/00  Odalisque Gallery - Online Gallery 
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Kim Snyder, Public Art Coordinator 
City of Greeley
701 10th Avenue
Greeley CO 80631
(970) 350-9450 
Kim.Snyder@greeleygov.com
Project:  Homestead Park ~ Greeley, CO
Project:  10th Street and 23rd Avenue Triangle Median ~ Greeley, CO

Richard Rost, Regional Transporation District
1600 Blake Street
Denver, CO  80202
(303) 299-2995
richard.rost@rtd-denver.com
Project:  Boulder Transit Village ~ Boulder, CO

Patrick J. Judd, LLA, ASLA, Principal Landscape Architect
Conservation Design Forum
220 South Main Street, Suite 300
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
(734) 663-3751 Direct  ▪  (630) 559-2000 General  ▪  (734) 353-9091 Cell 
pjudd@cdfinc.com
Project:  Kingsley and First Street Rain Garden ~ Ann Arbor, MI 
Project:  Private Client (Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts) ~ Brookfield, WI

Brenda Tierney, Public Information Manager, RTD FasTracks, North Metro Rail Line
Postal Mail:  1600 Blake Street  ▪  Denver, CO 80202  ▪  Project Office:  Westminster, CO 80234
(303) 299-2401 Office  ▪  (303) 908-4978 Cell  ▪  Brenda.Tierney@RTD-Denver.com
Project:  Oak Light Rail Station ~ Lakewood, CO
Project:  Perry Light Rail Station ~ Denver, CO 
Project:  Decatur/Federal Light Rail Station ~ Denver, CO 

Sherri Dugdale, Special Projects Coordinator
City Manager’s Office
City of Durango
949 East 2nd Avenue
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 375-5002
DugdaleSL@ci.durango.co.us
Project: Florida Rd. Roundabout, USA Pro Cycling Challenge Commemoration ~ Durango, CO

Mary Valdez, Public Art Program Coordinator 
Arts and Venues, Denver CO 
1245 Champa Street, First Floor 
Denver, CO 80204
(720) 865-4313
Mary.Valdez@denvergov.org
Project:  Decatur/Federal Light Rail Station ~ Denver, CO

Professional References
Lauren Greenfield, Art in Public Places Administrator
City of Longmont 
400 Quail Road
Longmont, CO 80501
(303) 651-8924
Lauren_Greenfield@ci.longmont.co.us
Project:  Mid Town Redevelopment Project ~ Longmont, CO
Project:  Flood Recovery Project ~ Longmont, CO

Nancy Cole
Project Management Office, Pima County
Public Works Building, 2nd Floor
201 N. Stone Ave.
Tucson, AZ  85701
(520) 724-6312 Office  ▪  (520) 780-7477 Cell
Nancy.Cole@pima.gov
Project:  Rillito Regional Park ~ Tucson, AZ

Judy Anderson, Founder/former Artistic Director
PlatteForum 
1610 Little Raven Street, Suite 135 
Denver, Colorado 80202
(303) 893-0791
judy@platteforum.org
Project:  Residency at PlatteForum ~ Denver, CO 

Hal Hannula, P.E., Supervising Civil Engineer
City of San Luis Obispo  ▪  Public Works Department
919 Palm Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93401
(805) 781-7201  ▪  (805) 783-7751 Fax 
hhannula@slocity.org
Project: Community Park at Meadow Gardens~San Luis Obispo, CA 

Michael Cogle, Park Planning Manager
City of Kirkland
123 5th Avenue
Kirkland, WA 98033
(425) 587-3310
mcogle@ci.kirkland.wa.us
Project:  Juanita Beach Park ~ Kirkland, WA

Dean Pearson, Landscape Architect
Architerra Group
5881 South Defrane Street 
Littleton, Colorado 80127
(303) 948-0766
dpearson@architerragroup.com
Project:  Gemstone Park ~ Castle Rock, CO
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To Whom It May Concern,

I would like to highly recommend sculptor Joshua Wiener for public art projects.

In 2009, Mr. Wiener completed a two-month residency at PlatteForum where he continued to work on his living 
art series that inverts the typical garden-to-sculpture relationship.  This living art series aligns ingenuity with 
environmental protection. By placing living organisms in refined compositions, he presents a new way of relating 
nature to urban expanses. With traditional and contemporary sculpting techniques, Wiener constructs living sculptures 
with internal irrigation to allow the cultivation of plant materials. The work becomes a combination of construction 
and subtractive sculpting with man-made and natural materials. In the exhibition, Wiener showcased six living 
sculptures as seeds for public projects. Each piece experiments with integrating plants into the sculpture in a way that 
they become the “binding” element. The statement is one of sustainability and the examination of how we harvest, 
use, reuse, and/or discard materials. Wiener’s dream is to have the viewer slow down, physically and emotionally, to 
notice the resources around them as valuable for themselves and biodiversity. 

Wiener’s residency and exhibition continues the development of PlatteForum’s urban garden, a project that 
transforms the concrete courtyard into an urban space to celebrate nature and sustainability.

While in residence, Wiener worked intensely with eight students from La Academia at Denver Inner City Parish in a 
seven-week Learning Lab series. Students explored salvaged materials, dirt, and plant materials as they created living 
sculptures. Working collectively, they created a limestone living sculpture for their school that expresses their culture, 
pride, and hopes for the future. Working from the starting point of the Aztec calendar, the students created symbols 
that expressed their cultural identity and their relationship as stewards of nature. Weighing over 1,000 pounds, the 
limestone disc incorporates rings of sandblasted images and integrated earth, seeds, and plants. The work, intended to 
inspire imaginative stewards of the land, will be sited at their school at the culmination of the exhibition. 

Public art projects demand a level of commitment, vision, passion, collaborative spirit and attention to detail that 
is challenging for many artists. I have absolutely no doubt that Josh Wiener would, should you be so fortunate in 
contracting him for your project, not only rise to the occasion but also knock your socks off doing it! Having been 
involved as a public artist in numerous projects (Seattle), I know first hand the importance of selecting an artist 
that has vision, but that can also work with the community, collaborate with vendors and fabricators, and, most 
importantly, navigate the public process in a way that results in successful projects. Josh is a delight to work with, has 
so much talent, and is poised for any major commitment. Please give him your highest consideration.

Regards,

Judy Anderson
Artistic Director, Founder
PlatteForum, 2006 Mayors Award for Excellence in the Arts
1610 Little Raven Street, Suite 135
Denver, CO 80202
www.platteforum.org
303.893.0791
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Dear Committee:

I would like to highly recommend sculptor Joshua Wiener. Mr. Wiener completed a two-month residency in 2009 at 
PlatteForum where he continued to work on his living art series that inverts the typical garden-to-sculpture relationship.  
This living art series aligns ingenuity with environmental protection. By placing living organisms in refined compositions, 
he presents a new way of relating nature to urban expanses.  With traditional and contemporary sculpting techniques, 
Wiener constructs living sculptures with internal irrigation to allow the cultivation of plant materials. The work becomes a 
combination of construction and subtractive sculpting with man-made and natural materials. In the exhibition, Wiener 
showcases six living sculptures as seeds for public projects. Each piece experiments with integrating plants into the 
sculpture in a way that they become the “binding” element. The statement is one of sustainability and the examination of 
how we harvest, use, reuse, and/or discard materials. Wiener’s dream is to have the viewer slow down, physically and 
emotionally, to notice the resources around them as valuable for themselves and biodiversity. 

Wiener’s residency and exhibition continues the development of PlatteForum’s urban garden, a project that transforms the 
concrete courtyard into an urban space to celebrate nature and sustainability.

While in residence, Wiener worked intensely with eight students from La Academia at Denver Inner City Parish in a seven-
week Learning Lab series. Students explored salvaged materials, dirt, and plant materials as they created living sculptures. 
Working collectively, they created a limestone living sculpture for their school that expresses their culture, pride, and hopes 
for the future. Working from the starting point of the Aztec calendar, the students created symbols that expressed their 
cultural identity and their relationship as stewards of nature. Weighing over 1,000 pounds, the limestone disc incorporates 
rings of sandblasted images and integrated earth, seeds, and plants. The work, intended to inspire imaginative stewards of 
the land, will be sited at their school at the culmination of the exhibition. 

Public art projects demand a level of commitment, vision, passion, collaborative spirit and attention to detail that is 
challenging for many artists. I have absolutely no doubt that Josh Wiener would, should you be so fortunate in contracting 
him for your project, not only rise to the occasion but also knock your socks off doing it! Having been involved as a public 
artist in numerous projects (Seattle), I know first hand the importance of selecting an artist that has vision, but that can also 
work with the community, collaborate with vendors and fabricators, and, most importantly, navigate the public process in a 
way that results in successful projects. Josh is a delight to work with, has so much talent, and is poised for any major 
commitment. Please give him your highest consideration.

Regards,

Judy Anderson
Artistic Director, Founder
PlatteForum
2006 Mayors Award for Excellence in the Arts & 2011 National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award
1610 Little Raven Street, Suite 135
Denver, CO 80202
www.platteforum.org
303.893.0791



 
22     |     Joshua Wiener  ~  “rhythmic illuminations”, Plano Portal ProJect, Plano, tX

May 26, 2009

To Whom It May Concern:

I am honored to write a recommendation for Joshua Wiener, with whom I have worked on 
several projects over the past three + years  in my role of Art in Public Places Administrator for 
the City of Longmont.

I met Joshua and his wife, Gia, just over three years ago when they were selected as finalists (one 
of three teams) for a “crosswalk” project that I was working on.  I put together a design team 
through the public art council that linked Joshua, Gia, Longmont streets, CDOT, an asphalt 
fabricator, and myself to design and build a completely new type of public art project in asphalt.  
The team worked exceptionally well together and found a way to generate a significant amount 
more detail in the final project.  While the project was delayed due to fabrication vendors, Joshua 
and Gia were extremely flexible in their willingness and ability to work with me and the 
(potential) vendors as modifications to the project were explored.  Ultimately, they went above 
and beyond the scope of the contract, delivering to the vendors exactly what they needed, on 
time, and never asking me for more money.  

In addition to this “permanent” installation, I have had the pleasure of working with Joshua over 
the past two years as he has had several pieces selected for Longmont’s Art on the Move 
program.  I enjoy working with Joshua; he is always on time with his deliveries, thorough in his 
installations, and has addressed any questions or concerns that arise in a timely manner.

Due in part to our good working relationship and Joshua’s ability to present and his enthusiastic 
energy, Joshua was selected as a guest speaker for Longmont’s Virtual Art Tour in 2008.  The 
Longmont Community has embraced his work that is and has been here, and I would be happy to 
work with him again in the future, if and when the opportunity presents itself.  I would highly 
recommend Joshua as a competent and professional artist to work with – from the artistic and 
creative side to the business side.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any further questions.

Lauren Greenfield
Art in Public Places Administrator
City of Longmont, CO
Lauren.greenfield@ci.longmont.co.us
303.651.8924
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“Roots of Innovation”, 8’ x 8’ x 6”, Oklahoma City, OK, 2013

“Tread Lightly”
7 at 14’ x 25’ x 6’

Lakewood, CO
2014

“City of Dreams”, 20’ x 14’ x 14’, Denver, CO, 2013

“Trees”, 7 at 20’ x 10’ x 10’, Boulder, CO, 2015

“Interconnectivity”, 2 at 8’ x 8’ x 2’, Denver, CO, 2014

“Nature of Movement”
15’ x 32’ x 32’
Tucson, AZ
2015
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“Rain Symphony”, 15’ x 100’ x 8’, Greeley, CO, 2013

“Flutterby”, 12’ x 75’ x 75’, Greeley, CO, 2015

“Public art projects demand a level of commitment, vision, passion, collaborative spirit and attention to 
detail that is challenging for many artists. I have absolutely no doubt that Josh Wiener would, should you 
be so fortunate in contracting him for your project, not only rise to the occasion but also knock your socks off 
doing it!”  “Josh is a delight to work with, has so much talent, and is poised for any major commitment.”  
Judy Anderson, Artistic Director & Founder of PlatteForum / 2006 Mayors Award for Excellence in the Arts 
& 2011 National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award

“Riverscape”, 5 fish at 8’ x 20’ x 7”, Ann Arbor, MI, 2014




