
PLANO CITY COUNCIL 

OPEN MEETING 

July 27, 2016 
 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT 
Harry LaRosiliere, Mayor 

Lissa Smith, Mayor Pro Tem 

Angela Miner  

Rick Grady 

Ron Kelley 

Tom Harrison 

David Downs 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 
Ben Harris, Deputy Mayor Pro Tem 

 

STAFF PRESENT 
Bruce Glasscock, City Manager 

Jim Parrish, Deputy City Manager 

Jack Carr, Deputy City Manager 

Mark Israelson, Deputy City Manager 

Paige Mims, City Attorney 

Lisa C. Henderson, City Secretary 

 

 

Mayor LaRosiliere called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 27, 2016, in 

the Senator Florence Shapiro Council Chambers of the Municipal Center, 1520 K Avenue.  A 

quorum was present.   

 

 

2016 Business Survey Results (Agenda Item I) 

 

Jason Morado, from the ETC, Institute, presented the Business Survey findings.  He 

discussed the purpose, methodology, and balanced locations of the respondents.  Mr. Morado stated 

overall, businesses had a positive perception of the City; satisfaction levels in Plano services are 

high; police, fire, and emergency medical services are the most important services to businesses; 

and low crime rate, access to major highways, and overall image are important to business 

retention.  He spoke to the perception of the property tax level in comparison to surrounding cities 

and that businesses generally feel they are paying an appropriate amount of taxes for the services 

provided. Mr. Morado stated the businesses provided input about the importance of US Highway 75 

capacity and the likelihood of business retention in the City.  
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Overview of 2015-16 Budget & Community Investment Program (CIP) (Agenda Item II) and 

Recommended 2016-17 Budget & Community Investment Program (CIP) (Agenda Item III) 

 

 City Manager Glasscock stated the budget continues a commitment to following the 

strategic goals set by Council and providing consistent quality services while maintaining one of the 

lowest tax rates in the region.  He added increased revenues from increased property values and new 

growth provide an opportunity to better serve citizens through neighborhood reinvestment, 

increased public safety, addressing the backlog of capital projects, and improving infrastructure.  

Mr. Glasscock advised Staff recognized the burden on tax payers due to increased property values 

and recommended a one cent tax rate decrease resulting in an annual city tax reduction of $26.09 

for the average homeowner. 

 

Mr. Glasscock spoke to the unfunded requests and stated Staff would be providing more 

information in future presentations.  He advised the proposed budget includes 79 full-time positions, 

59 of which are public safety, the remaining positions are for CIP coming online, a sidewalk repair 

crew, and internal support.  Mr. Glasscock reminded Council between Fiscal Year 2007-08 and 

Fiscal Year 2011-12, 143 full time positions were reduced, primarily in non-civil service areas. He 

stated the proposed budget continues to fund 2 cents to Economic Development, $1.8 million in 

CIP, $1.125 million in Libraries, $1.1 million in neighborhood reinvestment, including the Great 

Update Rebate, and a 3% salary increase for employees.  Mr. Glasscock spoke to North Texas 

Municipal Water District proposing water and sewer rate increases and that due to increased 

revenue, the City will absorb the water rate increase this year. He commended Staff on the 

preparation of the proposed budget and requested Council to direct questions to him or one of the 

Deputy City Managers. 

 

Budget Presentation (Agenda Item IV) 

 

Budget and Research Director Rhodes-Whitley provided an overview of the FY2016-17 

budget stating the General Fund is balanced with 30 days of operating funds, the tax rate is reduced 

to 47.86 cents per $100 of valuation, provides a 3% across the board salary increase for all 

employees, a General Obligation bond sale for $46.6 million, a tax note sale of $15 million, an 

increase of the capital reserve transfer to $24.6 million, two cents of the property tax dedicated to 

economic development, and funds an additional 79 full-time and 1 part-time positions.  She spoke 

to the unfunded budget requests, advising the list would be emailed to Council and that Staff will 

provide presentations for Council consideration.   

 

Ms. Rhodes-Whitley spoke to combined 2016-17 budget resources of $578.6 million with a 

general fund revenue breakdown of 42.8% property tax, 27% sales tax, and 30.2% from other 

revenue sources.  She stated the assessed property value of $34.4 billion and provided a comparison 

of sales tax between cities.  In response to Council Member Grady, Ms. Rhodes-Whitley advised 

not all cities offer exemptions or offer a set exemption ($5,000 to $20,000), and only Plano and one 

other area city offers the twenty percent exemption.  She discussed the $40.6 million revenue loss 

due to the residential property tax exemptions.  Ms. Rhodes-Whitley provided the estimated overall 

property tax amount of $6,546 for the average homeowner with the city’s portion being 19.1 percent 

or $1,249 of the overall cost.  She spoke to the anticipated sales tax receipts and building and 

development revenue. 

 



Plano City Council           Page 3 

July 27, 2016 

 

 

Ms. Rhodes-Whitley stated combined 2015-16 budget expenses were $527,129,548 with 

Public Safety and Health making up 47.4% of the overall General Fund Expenditures of 

$295,470,757.  She spoke to key budget highlights of public safety programs, Community 

Improvement Projects, neighborhood reinvestment, and library books and digital content.  Ms. 

Rhodes-Whitley advised the North Texas Municipal Water District will have an increase in water 

and sewer rates for the upcoming year however, increased water collections will offset the water 

rate increase and citizens will see a five percent increase in sewer rates.   She reported a residential 

rate increase in waste collection fees of $1.00 on the 95-gallon cart with the rate on the 65-gallon 

cart remaining the same.  She stated the Community Investment Program expenditures are 

$209,999,340.   Ms. Rhodes-Whitley discussed the proposed 2016 General Obligation bond sale, 

tax note sale, and capital reserve funding.  She reviewed the budget calendar and advised that 

information will be posted to the City’s website.   

 

 

Tax Rate Presentation (Agenda Item V) 

 

Budget and Research Director Rhodes-Whitley stated the proposed tax rate is set at 47.86 

cents per $100 of assessed property value with a vote scheduled at the August 8, 2016 meeting in 

accordance with Truth-in-Taxation laws.  She added the proposed rate is a reduction of one cent and 

is the first reduction in 15 years.  Ms. Rhodes-Whitley advised the effective tax rate and the rollback 

tax rate calculations were in process and provided a schedule of key dates related to adopting the tax 

rate. 

 

 

Updated Financial Forecast (Agenda Item VI) 

 

a. General Fund 

 

Budget and Research Director Rhodes-Whitley spoke to the Three-Year Financial Forecast 

and the effect the tax rate reduction would have on future year’s finances and she advised though 

the projection shows to be in the negative for future years, the budget will be balanced each year.  

 

b. Water & Sewer 

 

Budget and Research Director Rhodes-Whitley spoke to the Three-Year Forecast for the 

Water and Sewer Fund and the effect the North Texas Municipal Water District rate increases will 

have on future year’s finances and she advised though the projection shows to be under the required 

number of days of operations, the budget will be balanced each year.  

 

 

Socrata Open Budget Public Portal Demo (Agenda Item VII) 

 

 Budget Manager Srader, Budget Analyst Petty, and Budget Analyst Yager presented the 

Open Budget Public Portal and provided information on how the public can utilize the dashboard to 

find information regarding the budget online.   Council expressed concurrence to release the portal 

for public use and commended Staff on the preparation of the portal.   
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Nothing further was discussed.  Mayor LaRosiliere adjourned the meeting at 6:37 p.m. 

 

 

      _______________________________ 

      Harry LaRosiliere, MAYOR  
    

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 

Lisa C. Henderson, City Secretary 


