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             Of the Bay Area Rapid Transit District 's two dozen proposed transit villages, one of the more advanced is 
rising in dramatic fashion on a set of vacant lots at the Dublin-Pleasanton station—the last stop on a major 
east-west line.  [This village is not to be confused with the West Dublin BART Station that was still in the 
planning stages in early 2007.  The West Dublin station will be built about two miles west of the existing station 
(that inevitably will come to be known as the 'East Dublin Station.']

            The (East) Dublin-Pleasanton station is an elevated platform located in the middle of the I-580 freeway that 
runs between Oakland and Stockton.  The surrounding area is a prime development site, as it includes 90 acres of 
relatively flat land that is vacant except for surface parking lots that presently contain 3,000 spaces.   All of 
the current planning involves the area north of the station and does not include two parking lots on the 
south (Pleasanton) side of the station.

          By mid-2007, a total of 674 apartments and town houses were under construction, and plans were well 
along to build another 300 units.   The master plan for the village calls for 1800 residential units, 70,000 square 
feet of retail, a hotel  and 1.7 million square feet of office space.  All four residential projects under 
construction front on busy Dublin Blvd—a 100-foot wide, pedestrian-unfriendly thoroughfare with three lanes 
in both directions.

          Avalon Bay Construction is currently building a 
1500-space parking garage on the north side of 
the tracks that will free up the adjacent surface lot 
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(Site C on map) for the final 800 units of housing.  
By June of 2007, the seven-story, $42 million 
parking structure was about 50 per cent 
complete.  When the parking structure is 
finished, the next phase of development will 
include 405 units of housing and about 25,000 
square feet of retail.

          Development of the transit village is a 
joint effort involving Alameda County, the City 
of Dublin, BART, and three independent developers 
(EAH, D.R. Horton and Avalon Bay). 

 

North Entrance to East Dublin BART Station

           Transit Options.  Although the BART line into Oakland and 
San Francisco is the principal mode of conveyance, the transit 
center is also home to many bus lines serving Dublin, Pleasanton 
and surrounding areas.  These include the Livermore Amador 
Valley Transit Authority (LAVTA), the Modesto Ace Express 
(MAX), the San Joaquin Regional Transit (SMART), and the 
Central Contra Costa Transit Authority (CCCTA). 

          The BART trains run every 15 minutes, providing direct 
service to downtown Oakland (30 minutes), downtown SF (45 
minutes) and SFO Airport (1:15).

           Bicyclists can use the Iron Horse Regional Trail to reach 
the BART Station.  This 23-mile trail (eventually to be extended to 
35 miles) connects East Bay communities all the way from 
Concord in the north to Dublin.  Later the trail will be extended to 
Plesanton and Livermore.

 

Camellia Place--Affordable housing at East Dublin BART Station

             Residential Projects.  San Rafael non-profit EAH completed the first residential project in 2006 when 
it opened Camellia Place—a 112-unit affordable housing development.  This four-story structure contains 24 
one-bedroom units, 53 two-bedrooms, and 35 three-bedrooms.  Rents range from $270 to $1225 per month, 
depending on the income of the applicant (which can range from $17,000 to $50,000/year for a family of four).   
  
            Camellia Place tries to use small inset balconies to overcome the fact that the building is essentially a 
gated fortress.  Parking is confined to the bottom level and is partially screened from view with a coarse iron mesh.
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Elan at East Dublin Transit Village

              Elan is an even larger, two-building undertaking on a 3.13 acre parcel just east of Camellia Place.  This 
is ownership housing built by D. R. Horton that includes a total of 257 apartments and town homes.  A large 
five-story building with 231 units overlooks Dublin Blvd, and a smaller 4-floor structure with 26 units fronts on 
a small lineal park at the rear of the complex.  Unlike Camellia Place, the ground level will include units that have 
direct access to the sidewalks on Dublin and Demarcos Blvds.

             Elan homes range in size from 860 to 1556 square feet and start at about $450/ft ($450,000 for 1013 
square feet, $550 for 1200 sq ft, and $700,000 for 1549 sq ft). 

 

Avalon Bay @ East Dublin Station (u.c. in June 2007)

              The third major project is Avalon Bay@Dublin Station, a 305-unit apartment complex located on a 3.57 acre 
parcel just east of Elan.   This six-story development is scheduled for completion in 2008 and, unlike the two 
earlier projects, it will have a retail component in the form of 12,500 square feet of store frontage on Iron 
Horse Parkway.  (See 'Retail and Office' below).  Another 2,700 square feet will be utilized for a leasing office.  The 
structure will have 500+ parking spaces.

            A final project in the planning stages in 2007 is The 
Metropolitan—a 300-unit residential development that will 
be located at the SE corner of Dublin Blvd. and the Iron 
Horse Parkway (just east of Avalon Bay).  The 
Metropolitan will be built on a 4.1 acre parcel between Iron 
Horse Parkway and Campus Drive.  This area was 
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originally designated for office space, but it was decided 
to convert 300,000 sq ft of that allotment to residential 
uses.  The housing component will consist of 18 one-
bedroom flats, 206 two-bedroom flats, 46 three-bedroom 
flats and 30 two-bedroom town homes.  The structures will contain 734 parking spaces at the rate 1.5 units/
dwelling unit plus additional spaces for retail customers.

         The Metropolitan will include two buildings: 

         (1) A 6-story structure (Building #1) with 155 homes and one level of parking that will front on Dublin Blvd.  
It will have individual entries for units fronting on Iron Horse Parkway and Campus Drive, while the frontage 
on Dublin Blvd will have underground parking partially screened from public view.

          (2) A 7-story building (Building #2) just south of Bldg #1 that will front on Martinelli Blvd.  It will have 145 
residences on the top six floors and about 15,000 square feet of retail space on ground level .  (See 'Retail 
and Office' below).  

             The remaining 800 units of housing will be built on Site C--the surface parking lot just south of the Elan and 
Avalon Bay.  No construction will begin in this area until the 1513-unit parking structure is completed (to replace 
the spaces that will be eliminated by the construction on Site C).

 

Neighborhood retail in yellow

            Retail and Offices.  Varying amounts of retail have been projected for the 
transit village, and the current estimate is 70,000 square feet.  There was 
considerable debate over the location of the retail that focused on two competing 
approaches:    (1) A regional center that would front on Dublin Blvd and 
depend on drive-by automobile traffic for support or (2) Neighborhood retail 
that would be constructed within the transit village and would depend heavily 
on transit village residents and commuters.   

             Option two prevailed, and all of the retail will be located along that 
stretch of Iron Horse Parkway between Dublin Blvd and the BART station, as well 
as on a section of Martinelli Drive (on the ground floor of the 
Metropolitan).  Avalon Bay and the Metropolitan will each contain about 15,000 
sq ft, while the balance (a rather ambitious 40,000') will be built on Site C, 
mostly on the Iron Horse frontage.  Early plans also called for a small 
component of retail on the ground level of the parking structure now 
under construction just east of the plaza that serves as the North entrance to the 
BART station.  This second alternative would emphasize space for 

restaurants and other food-purveyors.

             When planning the retail on both sides of Iron Horse Parkway, planners have purposefully kept the 
retail some distance from Dublin Boulevard.  On both the Avalon and Metropolitan buildings, the 200 lineal 
feet closest to Dublin Blvd will be lined with ground level residential units, while the retail will be located on 
the southern half of those two projects.

             The transit village also contains a projected 1.7 million square feet of office space that will be built on 
the empty parcels east of Iron Horse Parkway.

          Parks and Green Space.  The area's 
most notable amenity is the Iron Horse 
Regional Trail, a 23-mile pedestrian and 
bicycle train that connects Concord (in the 
north), Pleasant Hill, San Ramon, Danville 
and Dublin.  Eventually it will be extended an 
additional 12 miles--south to Pleasanton and 
east to Livermore.  

           As of 2007, only one green space is 
available to Transit Village residents.  This is 
in the form of a narrow, lineal park that runs 
east-west behind Elan and the Avalon Park 
apartments.  It includes a small play area on 
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The Dublin Transit Station lineal park--Looking east

the east end as well as benches for 
pedestrians who grow weary from walking 
the length of the 600' park.

           Eventually, the city plans to build a 12-
acre park in the area; but it will be located on 
the north side of busy Dublin Boulevard, and 
transit villages residents may not be eager to 
make that trip, particularly if there are 
children in tow.

 
Return to Master Index at Home Page

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/DEES/My%20Documents/East%20Dublin%20Transit%20Village.htm (5 of 5) [9/7/2007 4:38:00 PM]

http://www.tndwest.com/index.html















































	Binder1
	1.pdf
	2
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	East Dublin Transit Village
	Local Disk
	East Dublin Transit Village



